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~ CHRISTIANITY AND. CHRISUAN 
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“The postyal ‘spirit of the religious 
clear ‘indications, that a 
distinction is being drawn between 
’ Christianity and Chfistian doctrine, 
Nearly every paper, in which the ques- 
tion of Church-union is discussed, refers 
been 
giving article after article on the sub- 
The question as to who can fel- 
lowship together in the Church has 


“press. give 


toit. The Independent has 
ject. 


pressed the consideration. Even the 


Unitarians and the Congregationalists 
of New England are seriously thinking 
Hitherto Presbyte- 


the matter over. 
rianism and Puritanism pretty much 
identified doctrine and faith, or doctrine 
and Christianity. To be orthodox in 
the straitest mapner was necessary in 
order to be a Christian. But facts 
show, that men may disagree quite con- 
siderably in doctrine, and yet be good 
Christians. 

This has led some to make the life 
of the individual a test of his Chris- 
tianity. By their fruits ye shall know 
them. If a person gives evidence of 
being moved and governed in his life 
by love to Christ, be is a Christian. 
How far this may be consistent with 
his holding false doctrine is an open 
question. Perhaps such errors as Uni- 
tarianism or Universalism would not 
vitiate Christian character. At any 
rate, the lines should be less tightly 
drawn. Doctrine should not be identi. 
fied with Christianity. 

Along with this is a clearly defined 
tendency to get beyond the old doctri- 
nal statements. In the Presbyterian 
Church, and still more in the Congre- 
gational Church, this spirit is growing 
every day. The old statements on 
original sin and the atonement appear 
unsatisfactory. The Avselmic theory 
of satisfaction does not satisfy the 
religious thinking of the preseat. But 
neither is the theory of Prof. Park or 
of Bushnell entirely satisfactory. There 
is here a felt want of a theory of the 
atonement, the Christian consciousness, 
and so far a negative condition for 
theological progress. 

But if Christianity is not doctriae, 
what is it? We see no earnest effurt 
to answer that question in a positive 
way. Our Church has said for years, 
it is life, the life which flows from the 
Christ as the second Adam, the head 
of anew race. This earries with it an 
order or constitution of grace, includ- 
ing government, doctrine, worship, 
morality, ete. But it is more than any 
one of these, and underlies them, As 


stand suck mysticism. 
is travestied, but so also ignorance is 
exposed. 
“Tam the way, the truth, and the 


life? 


hss we at as: a. ‘ne ey 


re 


inthe i 


wiieetah in the divine decrees, th 
Methodist © in’ conversion. 
class, growing now, find it in the in- 
dividual Christian life, or Christian 
morality, and this last is what some 
understand us to mean when we say 
that Christianity is dife. They think, 
we mean Christian morality, or Chris- 
tian experience. In Dr. Schneck’s 
little book, there is a note, travestying 
this idea, by relating how a member 
came to his pastor, and asked him 
whether he did not mean only this, in 
preaching that Christianity is life, viz.: 
that it is the life of this or that Chris- 
tian. And when the pastor said, no, 
not by any means, and attempted to 
explain what he did mean, the mem- 
ber is represented as saying that he 
must give it up, he could not under- 
So that truth 


“Tam the l// of the world.”’ 


That is mysticism too. 
Bat if Christianity is essentially 


life, it includes Miso doctrine, true doc- 
trine, only this must not be madea 


central principle; it must have its 
place. And here there is a danger on 
the other side. Faith requires doctrine. 
We must know what we believe. The 
central object of faith is indeed Christ, 
and this faith may be vigorous where 
there is very little knowledge of doc- 
trinal statements and definitions. But 
man’s intellectual nature requires that 
tke truth shall be reduced to an intelli- 
gent form. Especially is this necessary 
in view of rising error. False doctrine 
will necessarily vitiate faith in the end. 
Hence the Church must also sacredly 
guard her doctrine. 

Latitudinarianism is just as danger- 
ous as the error of making doctrine as 
such the object of faith. To believe in 
the atonement, for instance, is a very 
different thing from believing in the 
doctrine of the atonement. Yet a false 
doctrine of the atonement will vitiate 
faith in the atonement itself, if persis- 
tently held. Hence while we carefully 
keep in mind this important distiuc- 
tion, we do not become indifferent to 
true doctrine. We would consider it 
highly dangerous to court friendship 


with, and show indulgence towards | 


any species of Arianism, such as mo- 
dern Unitarianism ; fur here the very 
centre of our faith, the person of Christ 
is touched. We would not go so far 
as to say, no man can possibly be a 
Ghristiau, who does not believe the di- 
vinity of Christ just after the manuer 


Ge teebie But we: must. “see'the tsi 
“Another 


hat confronts us here. Not by indiffe 


‘rence to doctrine are we to promote | ear 
true union in the Church, but by as-| petuity, gr | 
kingdom. They iow nob from 


signing to doctrine its proper place, 
and especially by distinguishing that 
which is central from that which 
is not. 
oe 


PERSON AND WORK. 


The question concerning the princi- 
ple of Christianity is to be distinguished 
from the question concerning the cen- 
tral factor in the work of redemption. 
For Christ is more than His work. So 
is the constitution of Christianity much 
broader than the work done by Christ 
on earth to redeem the world; the one 
being only an integral part of the 
other. 

Wren we consider the work of re- 
demption, we must likewise distinguish 
between this work as a whole and its 
two main constituent parts. The re- 
deeming work of Christ has an earthly 
and a heavenly side. It is a work 
done by our Lord on earth in His 
state of humiliation; and it is a work 
done in heaven in His state of exalta- 
tion. The two are very different. The 
one belongs to the natural and unglo- 
rified order of life, the other to. the 
transcendent and glorified order. The 
one involves suffering and temptation ; 
conflict with the powers of darkness ; 
agony, death and burial. The other 
does not include these forms of humi- 
liation, The other, beginning with tke 
conquest of death and hell, prevails 
under the form of joy and blessedness, 
authority and power, majesty and glory. 

The New Testament clearly dis- 
tinguishes between these two parts in 
the work of redemption. Se also do 
the creeds of the Cuurch ; especially 
the Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene 
Creed. No less explicitly does our 
Catechism drawa broad line of dis- 
tinction between the earthly and the 
heavenly state of the Redeemer; be- 
tween His acts done for our salvation 
when in this world, and His acts done 
for the same end now at the right hand 
of God. 


These two parts of redemption are, 
to say the least, equally essential and 
equally important. The coming of the 
Holy Ghost, the existence and organi- 


zation of the Church, the validity of |1 


the 
birth of Jesus, regarded as a sibgle his- « 
torical event; nor from the God-man ‘ 
dying on the cross, separately consi- 
dered, but from the crucified divine- 
human Redeemer now living in heaven. 

The earthly and the heavenly state 
of Christ, the work done in this world - 
under the law, and the work done in 
majesty and glory, whilst the two are 
to be clearly distinguished, are never- 
theless not to be divorced. The hea- 
venly activity of the Redeemer pre- 
supposes His earthly state of humilia- 
tion and suffering. The former could - 
not be without the latter. No hu- ~ 
miliation, no exaltation, no death, no | 
resurrection. But the opposite rela- 7 
tion prevails also. The suffering and - 
death of Christ necessarily invelve His" 
ascension and session at the right hand 
of God. Here too, we must say, the 
latter could not be without the former. 
The resurrection and glorification of 
our Lord demonstrate the mystery of 
His birth, and give propitiatory force 
to the offtring of Himeelf made on the 
cross. In point of time atid according 
to the actual history of the mediatorial 
work, the humiliation is first and the 
exaltation second. But in idea and 
animating purpose, the victory of the 
Son of man over Satan and the media- 
torial reign fh heaven, are primary. 
The humiliation wes endured in order 
to the exaltation as the ultimate end. 
For the joy that was set before Him 
He endured the passion of the cross. 
(Heb. xii. 2.) Only in the state of 
heavenly glory is the salvation and 
perfection of man fully realized, All 
that goes before is preliminary and 
conditional, like childhood and youth 
in their relation to the manhood of 
human life. The education of a prince 
looks forward to his vocation an | 
tiny as a king, 


the ministry, the inspired word of the} 3 


New Testament, the virtue of the sa- 


craments, the forgiveners of sins, and: 


\ 
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co-extensive with the old; and not 
only co-extensive, but which is the true 
complement and perfection of all creat- 
mg activity; wherein shall prevail the 
absolute communion of the Creator and 
the creature, a communion, which is to 

v reach beyond the life of men and angels 
into every domain of the cosmos, and 
assert that unity and harmony in all 
the realms of God’s dominion, which 
will fulfil His eternal purpose. So the 
writers of the New Testament teach in 
many places and under manifold as- 
pects. As all things in heaven and in 
earth were created by Him, and as in 
Him all things consist, so through Him 
also does the Father reconcile all 
things unto Himself; so that in all 
things He may be the first (Col. i. 18). 
In the dispensation of the fullness of 
time, the Father will gather together 
in one all things in Christ, both which 
are in heaven and which are on earth, 
even in Him. (Eph. i. 10.) The 
work of Christ pertains directly to the 
wants and necessities of mankind as 
~ fallen, sinful, and guilty, but this re- 
demptive side of His work presupposes 
the original relation, which the eternal 
Son of God sustains to the existence, 
government, and theology, of all 
worlds. 


Now, as the redemptive work of 
Christ includes two parts, His humilia- 
tion and exaltation ; and as the idea of 
His mediatorship is even broader than 
the work of redemption from sin ; it is 
evident, that an answer to the question 
concerning the central factor in re- 
demption depends, as the editor of the 
“Messenger ” in an editorial of week 
before last very justly observes, on the 
particular stand-point from which our 

~~ wiews of the mediatorial work are taken. 
‘If we consider redemption under the 
earthly aspect, or the work done by 
Christ in the flesh for the salvation of 
men, then His atoning sacrifice offered 
on the cross certainly occupies the 
central position. Without the shedding 
of blood there is no remission of ein. 
Taking this view of the question, we 
are of one mind with the writer of the 
article on “the offices of Christ,” that, 
as the Heidelberg Catechism teacher, 
‘our salvation depends upon that one 
sacrifice of Christ, which He offered for 
us on the cross;” or, as @he Catechism 
expresses the same truth in another 
place, “tbat we have full forgiveness 
of all our sins by the one sacrifice of 
Jesus Christ.” This sacrifice is all- 
sufficient, and has force for all time and 
for all men. As contrasted with the 
sacrifice of the Mass, with penances, 
self-imposed mortifications of the flesh, 
and other devices of the Roman sys- 
tem, it is the only ground of our sal- 
vation. 


Bat 
deem 
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when we contemplate the re- 
ork of Christ in His state of 
, this answer no longer suf- 
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ly | heart. 
lsaving work in the hearts and lives of 
,} men, but as He is the life of the world, 
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‘Dow risen, has entered into heaven it- 


self, the holy of holies, where He ever 
liveth to make intercession for us. The 
advent of the Spirit, the founding of 
the Church with all that is therein 
involved, are the fruit of this glorious 
headship of our Lord. 

Thus, as we look at the one or the 
other state of the Redeemer, may faith 
discern in the cross or the throne, in 


the death of Christ or His prevailing. 


intercession, the central factor in the 
work of redemption. It may be said, 
that the prevalence of the intercession 
depends on the perfect offering accom- 
plished on the cross. This is. true. 
No cross, no crown. But the contrary 
is also true... The session of Jesus 
Christ at the right hand of God, con- 
ditfons the atoning and saving virtue 
of His sacrifice. Had His death not 
been thus complemented, it would have 
been only a tragical event like many 
others in the history of the world, and 
could have availed no more for the 
forgiveness of sins, than the martyrdom 
of Socrates. 

If, now, we proceed still further, and 
take into view, as far as this may be 
possible, the entire compass of our 
Lord’s mediatorial activity, if we con- 
template His kingdom both as the 
absolute revelation of God and the 
redemption of man, as the true com- 
munion of God and man no less than 
deliverance from the curse cf sin; if, 
moreover, as is done by the Apostles, 
we emphasize the activity of Christ, 
the God-man, relative to the natural 
creation and all worlds as well as to 
the human race; then neither- His 
death, nor His session in heaven is the 
central factor, 20 not even the incar- 


| tion, if by that we mean no more than 


the single fact of our Lord’s conception 
and birth. Indeed, we must then go 
beyond the category of factors al- 
together. No mystery in the media- 
torial work of Christ, considering this 
in its universal relations, is central. « 

Surveying His mediatorial activity 
as a whole, no answer will meet the 
conditions of the question respecting 
the centre of Christianity, unless we 
pass from the mysteries in His work to 
the mystery of His Person. Herealone 
do we find the deepest ground of all 
factors, of every function and all phe- 
nomena. The Lord Jesus is, Himself, 
the principle of His own kingdom; 
the ‘ corner-stoue,” the ‘‘ foundation,” 
on which the kingdom rests, the life 
which animates it; the law which 
governs it; and the ultimate end in 
which the kingdom culminates. 

Christ is the revelation of God. He 
does not merely teach the truth con- 
cerning the being iand attributes of 
God, concerning creation and provi- 
dence, but He is Himself God mani- 
fested in the flesh, the visible image of 
the invisible God; He is the One in 
whom all worlds consist, who filleth 
all in all; He is the law and the goal 
of Divine Providence, and therefore the 
key to every dispensation. 

Christ is also the redemption of man. 
He does not only by His word forgive 
the sins of men; nor by the power of 
His grace bestow salvation; nor by 
the operation of THis Spirit renew the 
Not oaly does He perform this 


so is He, Himself, the resurrection 


. 


as He is the true Light, so is He the 
only salvation. As St. Paul teaches, 
Christ Jesus is made unto us, not only 
wisdom and righteousness, but also 
sanctification and redemption. We 
must predicate redeeming power, not 
of the acts of Christ abstracted from 
His divine-human life, but of His Per- 
son; of His person first, and then of 
His acts; but of His acts as receiving 
their character and virtue from what 
He is. 

Our Lord is, therefore, not the in- 
strumental cause of human redemption, 
nor merely its meritorious cause; but 
He is the truth and reality of redemp- 
tion, its beginning, middle, and end. 
So He represents Himself in the apoca- 
lyptie vision of St. John: “I am 
Alpha and Omega, saith the Lord 
God, which is, and which was, and 
which is to come, the Almighty.” 
Again: “Iam Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning and the ending, the first and 
the last.” To this sublime utterance 
corresponds the doctrine of St. Paul: 
“For it pleased the Father that in Him 
should all the fulness dwell.” 

Of the work of redemption performed 

y Christ in the flesh, the central fac- 
tor is His death on the cross; but of 
Christianity as a whole, including re- 
demption and revelation, the principle 
is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself; not 
the divine decree of election, nor man’s 
free will, but the Word made fiesh, who 
realized in Himself the secret counsel 
of God, and asserts the true autonomy 
of man. 
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For the Reformed Church Messenger. 


THE WONDERFUL EVENT, 


The event the Church has just 
celebrated is a wonderfal one. It is 
this, because it has Christ for its 
Alpha and Omega, its beginning and 
end. At it angels gazed in admira- 
tion, and could only sing as they 
gazed, ‘Glory to God in the highest, 
on earth peace, good-will to men.’’ 
At it too, men must ever gaze with 
increased admiration, as they alone 
are the recipients of its blessings, and 
catch the inspiration of the angelic 
song, and sing upon psaltery and 
harp, upon stringed instruments and 
organs, “The Gloria in [xcelsis.” 
It is wonderful how this eveat in- 
spires the souls of young men and 
maidens, old men and children, to 
tune their voices to sing, and their 
hearts to bless the Lord God of Israel 
who hath visited His people, and 
raised up a horn of salvation for 
them in the house of His servant 
David. As the time of His second 
Advent approaches, when He shall 
come without sin unto salvation, does 
the interest and joy of the Church, 
the Bride of the Lamb, increase. 

The theme of this wonderful event 
is Christ. He is called Wonderful, 
because of what He was in Himself 
through the conception of the Holy 
Ghost in the union of the divine and 
human natures. Heis the God-Man: 
not God humanized, or man deified, 
but God and man made one in the 
sacred Person of Jesus, born of the 
Virgin Mary. In reference to what 
He was, and has become in being 
born thus, the thinking powers of the 
mind become suspended, and the 
reasoning powers cease to reason con- 
cerning Him. 


‘the faith by which the 


What He was, what! Wonderful, 


He became, and what He did, we 
must wonder at, behold and believe 
what is revealed concerning Him. 
He is an object of faith for men from 
the giving of the promise in Paradise, 
through all time, till we shall appear 
with Him in glory. He must ever 
remain for us—The Wonderful. 


He is revealed to us as God mani- 
fest in the Flesh; as the Ancient of 
days becomjng the infant of days. 
The Almighty Maker of Heaven 
and Earth, who spake and it was 
done, who commanded and it stood 
fast, becoming a weak and helpless 
man,a man of sorrows, without form 
and comeliness, in whom men see no 
beauty, and do not desire Him. He 
who gives all creatures their meat in 
due season, becoming dependent for - 
nourishment. upon a mother, and 
afterwards hungering in the Wilder- 
ness. The King of Eternity be- 
coming a subject of a king of time, 
and by him persecuted and exiled. 
He who dwelt in light inaccessible, 
and whom no man can approach 
unto, becoming* veiled in the womb 
of darkness. He who laid the 
foundations of the world, must be 
rocked in a cradle. The Ruler of 
the Universe, becomes swathed in 
infant bands. The Giver of all life 
dies an ignominious death, that all 
who believe in the Wonderful, may 
live. - His whole life, was a life of 
Wonders. In His birth, the life He 
lived, the miracles He did, the suffer- 
ings He endured, the death He died, 
He is wonderful. As the Wonderfal, 
reason cannot solve the mysteries 
wrapped up in Him. What is re- 
vealed to us, we must wonder at and 
believe with the heart unto *Sicht- 
eousness, and make confession with 
the mouth unio salvation. 

He is wonderful in the means He 
ordained for man’s salvation. The 
sacrament of Holy Baptism He in- 
stitutes as the medinm by which He 
conceives by the Holy Ghost, the 
principle of His undying life through 
faith. By family training, by cate- 
chetical instruction, and the preach- 
ing of the Word, He makes this 
principle, active and living in the 
subject, unfold faith and repentance 
unto life. By the sacrament of the 
Holy Supper this active, undying 
life of Christ is nurtured and nour- 
ished unto. eternal life. Here the 
believer is fed with living Bread. 
“T am the living bread that came 
down from heaven: if any man eat 
of this bread he shall live forever 
and the bread which I will cive je 
my flesh, which I will give fe the 
world.” Here is a mystery—a won- 
Cerfal declaration of the Wonderful. 
(lere the ‘reasoning powers of the 
mind become suspended, and our 
only refage is to wonder and believe 
what is revealed to us. We may 
sirlve among ourselves, as did the 
Jews, and ask the same question they 
asked: “ How can this man give us 
his flesh to eat?” Christ’s answer 
will only ke the more confusing to 
the reason: “ Verily, verily, T ta y 
unto you, except ye eat the flesh of 
the Son of man, and drink His 
blood, ye have no life in you. 
Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh 
my blood, hath eternal life; and I 
will raise him up at the last day. For 
my flesh is meat indeed, and my 
blood is drink indeed.” Faith that 
stands wondering at, and believes in 
the mysteries wrapped up in Jesus, 
and ordained for man’s gine is 
se ul r 
justified and peace of Gidnobitiey 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
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As we thus look to Jesus, my dear| We happen to know considerably 


reader, and celebrate the events of 
the Wonderful, His birth, sufferings, 
death, resurrection, ascension, and 
giving of the Holy Ghost, our faith 
in Him will increase, our love will 
stow stronger and purer, and our 
hope of a glorious and blissful im- 
mortality will be confirmed. Let us 
love Him, and accept of Him by 
faith, just as He is revealed to us 
upon the promise of God: “ Whoso- 
ever believeth in Him shall not 
perish, but have everlasting dife.” 
By the love and faith we thus exer- 
cise towards Him will our hearts be 
filled with joy and gladness, that 
“unto us a child is given, unto us a 
son is born, whose name is called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty, 
God, The Everlasting Father, the 
Prince of Peace,” who “suffered for 
our sins, rose for our justification,” 
ascended to heaven as our Intercessor 
with God, and has sent us, as evidence 
of our acceptance, the earnest of the 
Spirit to carry forward and finish the 
good work commenced in us. “Glory 
be to God in the highest, on earth 
peace, good-will to men.” 
Thy 
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For the Reformed Church Messenger, 


A LITTLE TOO STRONGLY PUT. 


~ In the “ Reformed Church Mes- 
senger ”’ of December 16th, appears 
the notice of an interesting Sunday- 
school service, held in Zion’s Re- 
formed Church at Chambersburg, 
Pa. Certain statements, however, in 
that notice require correction. In 
speaking of those who have gone out 
as ministers from that school and 
their extended influence and useful- 
ness, the pastor makes use of the 
following strong language: “ Mr. 
Heckerman was sent out mainly by 
ihis church to Bedford county, their 
missionary ground, some twenty-eight 
years ago, and the ground that he 
then traversed is now occupied by 
fifteen ministers of our Church, and 
forty-four congregations, all built up 
largely by his influence.” 

In this sentence or statement, there 
is some truth, but alsoa great deal of 
error. And lest those reading it be 
led to embrace the errors, the tollow- 
ing correction is deemed necessary. 
No doubt the Rev. H. Heckerman, 
when he read the statement, could 
not refrain from smiling at its ex- 
travagance, as the writer of this 
notice must do as often as he looks 
at it. What caused the good pastor 
of Zion’s Church to fall into the 
grave errors, to be pointed out, we 
know not. t va 

In the first place, let it bedistinctly 
understood, that it is not our aim or 
purpose to pick one leaf or sprig 
from the justly earned laurels of 
Zion’s Sunday-school, or of Rev. H. 
Heckerman, who is our personal 
friend. It is correct, as stated, that 
Rev. H. went to Bedford county, 
Pa., about twenty-eight years ago, »s 
a missionary, and having been or- 
dained as such in the old union 
church standing on the south side of 
the turnpike, about eight miles east 
of what was then known as the town 
of Bloody Run, but is now called 
Everett, he labored ,in that capacity 
for about a year in the south-eastern, 
the southern, and south-westera por- 
tions of the county. 

But that he was sent mainly by 
Zion’s Church of Chambersburg, and 
that Bedford county was the mission- 
ary ground of said congregation, are 
new to us) and doubtless to others. 


about Bedford county and our Church 
in said county. ‘T'radition informs 
us, that Rev. Matthew Irvine, of 
blessed memory, had considerable to 
do in getting Bro. Heckerman to go 
to Bedford county as a missionary. 
Other ministers, it is true, advised 
similarly. Without, however, cast- 
ing reproach upon any one, it may 
be truly said, that inducements and 
prospects of usefulness were held out 
to him, which he failed to realize. 
Consequently, after laboring for per- 
haps a year as missionary, he received 
a call to the Huntingdon charge, 
forty or fifty miles distant, which he 
was prevailed upon to accept. This 
ended his missionary labors, so to 
speak, in Bedford county. He la- 
bored two or three years in the 
Huntingdon charge, and then re- 
ceived and accepted a call to the 
Bedford charge. In it he labored 
faithfully and with success until a 
little over three years ago, when, 
through protracted illness and bodily 
infirmity, he retired from the active 
labors of the ministry,.with much 
reluctance, 

But to affirm that Bedford county 
was the “missionary ground” of 
Zion’s Church of Chambersburg, 
twenty-eight or thirty years ago, to 
say the least, is a sweeping assertion. 
The language is calculated to deceive 
persons, who know little or nothing 
of the progress and history of the 
Reformed Church in Bedford county, 
and cause them to suppose, that, 
prior to Rev. H. Heckerman’s going 
there, as missionary, our Church had 
no existence among the mountains of 
Bedford county at all; that the 
denizens of the county had no know- 
ledge of the doctrines of the Heidel- 
berg Catechism, and that he, as 
pioneer missionary, sent out, of 
course, by the good people of Zion’s 
Church, opened up the way to the 
success and prosperity of our Church 
there. 

However, to show how incorrect 
this statement is, let the facts be re- 
collected, that the Rev. Henry Giesy, 
who died at Berlin, Somerset county, 
Pa., in 1845, labored in three or 
four congregations in Bedford coun- 
ty towards the close of the last cen- 
tury already. ‘The congregation at 
Bedford has been in existence for 
more than one hundred years. The 
congregation in Friend’s Cove was 
organized between 1790 and 1800. 
That at Schellsburg dates back also, 
we believe, to the last century. That 
pioneer missionary, the Rev. John 
Dietrich Aurandt, preached in Bed- 
ford county for several years in the 
early part of the present century. 
Then came the remarkably successful 
pastorate of the Rev. John Henry 
Gerhart, lasting about eighteen years, 
and ending about 1830. Next fol- 
lowed the brief labors of Rev. S. K. 
Denius, still living, and lasted about 
two years. After this we find two 
Reformed pastors in the county, to 
wit: Rev. Jonathan Zellers and Rev. 
George Leidy, bothstill living. Their 
suecessors were Rey. Jacob Ziegler 
and Rey. Matthew Irvine. When 
Rev. H. went to Bedford county as 
missionary, Rev. J. Ziegler was pas- 
tor of the Bedford charge and Rev. 
M. Irvine, of the old Bloody Run 
charge. Rev. I. A. Rupley and 
Rey. C. Winebrenner were each ser- 
ving a couple of congregations in the 
northern portion of the county, to- 
gether with others in Blair county. 

The Minutes of Synod fix the 
number of congregations of our 
Church in Bedford county in that 
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year at eleven, and the membership | do to attempt separating the two and 


at about one thousand. During the 
last twenty-eight or thirty years, our 
Church, in Bedford county, has con- 
siderably more than doubled itself 
in congregations and members. It 
has greatly increased through the 
energetic and faithful labors of the 
ministry there, notwithstanding the 
heavy loss by emigration to the West, 
so that it is probably the most nu- 
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say, this partis matter and this mind, 
especially when we come to sit I 
judgment on the constituent factors 
or to draw a line of demarkation 
between them, in the personality 
of human or animal life. We are 
convinced by such evidence as cannot 
be successfully contradicted, that 
man has a body and that he has a 
soul, and that only by virtue of this 


merous branch in the county at the| mysterious unity is he the intellec- 


present time. 

The statement, that, “the ground 
he then traversed is now occupied by 
fifteen ministers of our Church and 
forty-four congregations, all built up 
largely by his influence,” must in- 
clude the whole western end of Mer- 
cersburg Classis, and is even then 
incorrect. In the whole Juniata 
District, as it is called, of the Classis, 
including ‘Bedford and Huntingdon 
counties, there are only eleven pas- 
tors and forty-two congregations—in 
Bedford county five pastors and two 
vacant charges. In the territory of 
twenty-eight of the forty-two con- 
gregations, Mr. Heckerman never 
labored either as missionary or pas- 
tor. How is it then possible, that 
they could be built up largely by his 
influence ? 

When Bro. Heckerman became a 
member of Mercersburg Classis, asa 
licentiate, there were laboring in what 
is thus called or claimed as the mis- 
sionary ground of Zion’s Church of 
Chambersburg, the following named 
efficient pastors: Jacob Ziegler, 
Theobald Fouse, Matthew Irvine, 
Frederick A. Rupley, George W. 
Williard, Samuel H. Reid and Chris- 
tian Winebrenner. This will cer- 
tainly prove, that the missionary 
ground of Zion’s Church was no 
longer a howling wilderness, given 
up to the wolves and bears. 7 

We conclude then, that the cage 
was a little too strongly put. 

Moral: It is kindly suggested, 
that when our good brother, the pas- 
tor of Zicn’s Church of Chambers- 
burg, makes his next Sunday-school 
address, he: will be more careful to 
consult statistics and keep more 
within the limits of historical facts, 

H. F 
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For the Reformed Church Messenger. 


WILL NOT DO. . 


It will not do to reject anything, 
simply because there are difficulties 
connected with it. If we would 
undertake to do so, we would involve 
ourselves in much greater difficulties 
and perplexities, perhaps, than those 
from which we wished to escape. 

The commingling of matter and 
mind in the animal world is a great 
mystery. Thereare difficulties bound 
up with this fact, that can never be 
solved scientifically. Some men 
have been foolish enough to make 
mind nothing more than the result 
of the organization of matter, and 
thus putting matter before us as the 
only real thing in the world. Com- 
mon sense never allowed that sort of 
criticism, or philosophy, as some 
would choose to call it, to become 
very popular—the great mass of 
mankind believe in the independent 
reality of mind, and of the soul, and 
they will never be persuaded out of 
that faith, because their own personal 
consciousness is an infallible witness 
against skepticism of this kind, 

But it would answer just as little 
to rise up and say: Mind only is real, 
and matter is nothing—it is only a 
condition of thought, Nor would it 


-wise be reached. 


| tual and moral head of God’s lower 


creation. 

Now, it seems to us, there is a 
complete analogy between the world 
of nature and the kingdom of grace, 


as regards the intermingling of the ~ 


natural and the supernatural. The 

Holy Scriptures are by some held to 
be all divine. They think the in- 
spired writers were used by the Holy 
Spirit as instruments simply, having 

no personal freedom at all, and that 
every word must therefore be regarded 

as coming directly from God. But 
this will not do—the facts are too 

plainly against all such notions of 
Biblical inspiration. Every one can 

easily see, that the human element, 

the freedom of human personality in 

its proper historical consciousness, 

enters largely into the composition of 
the Scriptures, and hence they can 

never be successfully put forth as all 

divine in everything that belongs to 

their composition. Fully as little, 

however, would it answer to attempt 

proving them all human, or inspired 

simply as all productions of the mind 

are inspired. The theology and the 

morality of all the inspired writings, 

and the historical tone and aim of 
the Bible from Genesis to Revela- 

tion, have a peculiarity about them 

that knocks all such rationalizing 
criticism to the four winds of hea-. 
ven. 

Now, then, what is to be done to 
meet this case in a satisfactory way ? 
We shall have to do just as we are 
in the habit of doing in reference to 
the union of matter and mind, of the 
body and the soul, and then we shall 
hear the voice of God in the Scrip- 
tures, as we hear if in no other book, 
and we shall] be safely led in the way 
of everlasting life. 1n the Bible, the 
divine and the human go together, 
as all may see who are not wilfully 
blind ; yet each element is left free in 
its Own proper sphere and character, 
so that we have a mysterious com- 
mingling of the two factors for a 
grand purpose that could not other- 
. And whatever may 
become of theories of inspiration, 
there is no danger that any sort of 
criticism will ever succeed in destroy- 
ing the divine character of the Serip- 
tures, and rob the world thus of the 
only source of that light from above, 
which has ever been the guiding 
star of human hope and human 
destiny. 

The same also holds true with 
reference to the entire economy of 
grace. The Bible, as far as it is 
human, is the product of an histori- 
cal force that lies back of it. God 
had a people throughout the ages. 
Among these He raised up prophets, 
and Apostles, who spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost. 
And His only-begotten Son came in 
the likeness of sinful flesh, that He 
might be the great high-priest of our 
salvation. There is much human 
weakness bound up with all this, and 
yet the foundations of this grand 
economy are so sure and steadfast, 
that the gates of hell shall never 
prevail against it. 

There is an economy of grace in 


& 
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the world, no matter how much this 
may sometimes be hidden from our 
yee by the sins and follies of those 
0 are in it, and in this econom 
the faithful will surely be saved. 
I.E. G. 
NL SECS 


Sanday-S thool Hepartment. 


The matter for this Department, is furnished 
by a Special Correspondent, 


EARNEST TEACHING, 


A great want in the Sabbath- 
school is simple, plain, earnest teach- 
ing, bringing the lessons down to 
the comprehension of the youthful 
learner. After all has been done 
that can be done to help children 
and youth by way of printed Bible 
helps much remains for the living 
teacher to do—by plain terms and 
familiar words to help the young 
mind to fully understand the truth 
the lesson is intended to convey. 
Many a lesson carefully prepared and 
thoroughly understood by the teacher 
fails to make the desired impression 
just on this account. Teachers will 
use the terms they find in their com- 
mentaries and dictionaries, without 
thinking that they are too difficult 
for children to understand. The 
immature mind of childhood requires 
food as simply prepared, as that de- 
signed for the nourishment of their 
bodies. Christ, our example and 
teacher, used simple language to in- 
struct the multitudes that followed 
Him. But some teachers are too 
much concerned for their dignity to 
think of coming down to the capa- 
city of childhood. Often too they 
are so distant and chilling in their 
manners as to impel inquiry. Dear 
fellow-workers among the plants in 
the Master’s garden, tell the little 
ones, that He loves so well, plainly, 
simply, tenderly of this elder Bro- 
ther of their heavenly home. Show 
in God’s own book the promises left 
on record for them. ‘They will read 
them eagerly, and remember them 
much better than if you read for 
them. Thus you will lead them to 
love God’s holy Word and its great 
Author. And this in all our teach- 
ings should be one of the objects 
kept in view.—Our Bible Teacher. 
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‘“AS SO MANY CABBAGES.” 


It is related of a certain Catholic 
priest, who was somewhat noted for 
his eloquence, that a cardinal, with a 
considerable suite attending, went to 
hear him preach. The priest 
preached with great success on the 
occasion, and the cardinal compli- 
mented him, adding, “I congratulate 
you the more, sir, since I was fearful 
that my presence might render you 
nervous, and prevent you from 
speaking with your usual excellence.” 
“Oh, no, my lord,’ replied the 
priest, with a glance at his superior’s 
scarlet robe; ‘I make it a point in 
preaching to regard my congregation 
as so many cabbages; and the pre- 
sence of a red cabbage among them 
makes not the slightest difference.” 
The wit of the priest was admirable. 
But are there not other persons in 
the pulpits as well as before Sunday- 
school classes, who esteem their 
hearers somewhat in the light of 
cabbages, rather than as having in- 
tellects to be instructed and souls to 
be saved or lost? Indeed from the 
many supposed teachers who convey 
or pretend to convey instruction, one 
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is constrained to believe that ‘ cab- 
bages ” suggest the intellectual level 
to which they adjudge their pupils 
to belong. 


The following points are taken 
from an excellent article on “ How 
to question,” by Dr. Thompson, in 
Our Bible Teacher. athe 


1. Questions must be prepared 
beforehand. — oe i 


_ 2. They must relate to the sub- 
ject. 

3. They should be well-defined. 

4. They should regard the ability 
of the pupil. 

5. They should be asked in logi- 
cal order, 

6. They should be exhaustive. 

7. They should be concise and 
clear. 

If teachers would prepare their 
questions according to these points 
the instruction imparted would be 
more thorough and effective than it 
too often is, 


As pertinent to the subject of 
questioning, the London ‘ Sunday- 
school Times” remarks as follows: 

“The teacher who lectures his 
class seldom does so to any profitable 
purpose. His continuous talk de- 
mands continuous attention. This 
no teacher will ever obtain, for the 
reason that children cannot give it. 
The power to give close and sus- 
tained attention is an acquired 
power—an acquirement which on the 
part of most people is made slowly 
—an acquirement which, indeed, 
many men and women earnestly 
strive after. The teacher who ex- 
pects fixed and prolonged attention 
from children is unreasonable and 
will be disappointed. In the method 
of teaching by question and answer 
no such protracted mental effort is 
required or expected. The teacher 
questions his class ; asks his scholars 
to do a part of.the talking. He 
interrogates. He waits for replies. 
He moves slowly, suits himself to 
the children’s mental power, to their 
capacity for receiving. He does not 
pour out in continuous discourse, but 
only a little at a time.” 


What shall be done with the dis- 
orderly boy in the mission-school— 
the young mischief-maker with tacks 
and pins about him to stick into the 
next boy, or the bully who comes 
in late, and clanks his monstrous 
shoe-heels, or the little chap who 
runs ont with a sbriek in prayer 
time? Our Lutheran friends, lately 
in Convention at Johnstown, Penn., 
tried to solve this problem, but ap- 
parently with no better success, as to 
laying down postitive rales in the 
case, than others have had. “Thrash 
the fellow!” said one superinten- 
dent; he had done it himself, and 
with salutary effect. Well, really, 
the rattan in Sunday-school—we had 
fever thought of that remedy, and 
are now inclined to take it as an in- 
dication of the growing interest in 
the cause. To go so far as to take 
the trouble to floy a youngster into 
good behaviour on Sunday shows 
that One superintendent at least has 
taken the work to heart. He is 
evidently bound to make his scholars 
love their Sunday-scbool by some 
means or other. In view of such 
devotion, how could another super- 
intendent call this brother a lion- 
tamer, and speak in the old way 
about being kind and considerate 
with disorderly scholars? Strangely 
enough, there seems to have been 
throughout the Convention a general 


dissent with the muscular treatment, 
and the question was 
now. Love and gentleness only 
can be the foundation of Sunday- 
school discipline; and none but 
teachers of experience tact and man- 
agement ought to have the rougher 
classes in missions.—Christian Union. 


Ailiscellaneans. 
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WORSHIP OF THE DEAD. 


The practice of worshiping de- 
ceased relatives is one of the most 
wide-spread customs on the earth. 
It is almost universal among the 
Papuans, the Maori, and in China. 
It was recognized as a chief part of 
the religion of the old Egyptians, 
and Livingstone argues the unity of 
origin of the tribes north of the 
Zambesi, because the same supersti- 
tious ideas are prevalent throughout 
the whole’ country. He says that 
they all believe that the souls of the 
departed still mingle among the 
living, and partake in some way of 
the food they consume. In sickness, 
sacrifices of fowls and goats are made 
to appease the spirits. Itis imagined 
that they want to take the living 
away from the earth and all its enjoy- 
ments. When one man has killed 
another, a sacrifice is made as if to 
lay the spirit of the victim. The 
Kafirs of Natal pay a similar atten- 
tion to departed spirits. 

In India this worship pervades 
more thoroughly the whole popula- 
tion than perbaps any other, while 
in China the people were fally chained 
to this body of death. They are 
dwellers among the tombs. An able 
writer in the Chinese Recorder says 
that there is not a tithe of money 
expended or thought bestowed upon 
Buddhism and Confucianism com- 
bined that there is on ancestral wor- 
ship. The Tauist system is either 
an offspring of or an adjunct to this 
worship of the dead, for all itr deities 
were once men, and are employed in 
offices between the dead and the 
living. It is estimated that one half 
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successful in securing the proper 


left where it is | result. It is said that shopmen, who 


do not wish to be annoyed by pro- 
fessional beggars, can avoid it by pay- 
ing a certain sum regularly to the 
king of the beggars, who will place 
a mark over their door that is under- 
stood by all the craft, and what is 
more congenial yet to a Chinaman is, 
that he may in this way keep from 
being annoyed by beggars in the 
other world. The writer to whom we 
have alluded in the Chinese Recorder 
estimates that in Shanghai District 
not less than $6,000 are expended at 
each of the three festivals of the 
year, giving $18,000 to the year. 
As there are eighteen provinces, and 
about ninety districts to a province, 
taking Shanghai for a sample, the 
amount per annum for the district 
deity would be $29,160,000. Added 
to this is the expenditure for the Foo 
deities, which would swell the amount 
to $31,752,000, this amount, repre- 
senting only the public charity for 
the dead whose burial place is un- 
known, independent of the personal 
and private sacrifice of the same 
characters. 

The amount expended by each 
family in the worship of their own 
ancestors is separate from this. One 
author says it is estimated, that each 
family annually expends $1.50 for 
the worship of its ancestors. With 
a population of 400,000,000 and an 
average of five persons toa family, 
and $80,000,000 must be added to 
that of the public charity for ances- 
tral worship. Well does our author 
say: “It is evident, then, to all who 
know the Chinese, that the large 
amount expended for the dead is not 
prompted by a spirit of true charity, 
or, in many instances, of filial affec- 
tion, but by one of servile fear. The 
living are the slaves of the dead. 
Yea, the generations of to-day are 


chained to the generations of the past. 


Their thoughts do not tend forward, 
but backward.” 
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BRAHMINS. 


Brahmin is a derivative from 


of the females of China devote the| Brahm, the Deity, and signifies a 
time not occupied in domestic duties | theologist or divine. The caste is 
to making articles connected with | analogous to the tribe of Levi under 
ancestral worship. It results disas-;the Mosaic economy, but without the 
trously in practical life. No greater | family of Aaron.. All the benefits of 
social evil bestrides India and Chinajthe Hindoo religion belong to this 
than the custom of infant marriages, ! class, and the code secured to them 
and yet this is in both countries more ‘rights, honors, and immunities that 
or less linked with the desire for! no other order could claim, so that 
heirs who shall perform the rites due | their persons were to be considered 
to parties after their demise. This! sacred and inviolate, and could not 
same evil doctrine aids in keeping be held amenable to the penalties of 
up polygamy in China, and this in) law, even for the. worst of crimes. 
turn becomes the source of so much |The intention of the legislature was, 
evil as to desolate the Jand with | that from this learned class alone the 
anguish and suicide. But most | nation was to take its astronomers, 
prominent among its effects on the lawyers, prime ministers, judges, 
political relations of the Chinese is philosophers, as well as priests. They 
that, while it tends to the increase of ; were to hold the highest. offices, and 
the population, it also tends to the|to be supreme. The Brahmin is 
great localization of the same, and |invested with that sacred string of 
consequently to over-crowding. The| three cotton strands, and the cere- 


great objection to emigration on the 
part of the Chinese lies in their dis- 
like to abandon the tombs of their 
ancestors, at which they conceive 
their worship is due. Hence few, if 


any, Chinese leave with the purpose | 
of remaining permanently in any | 


other country. 

Oue form of public charity in 
China consists of offering to, the dead 
poor, or to those whose burial 
places are unknown. ‘There is a lit- 
tle custom in connection with this, 
which we think would be very popu- 


‘title of the “ twice-born.” 


mony is called regeneration, and 
gives the Brahmin his claim to the 
For him 
and him alone, has the lawgiver laid 
down in detail the duties of life, even 
to his devotions. Each morning he 
may be seen, as here represented, on 
the banks of the Ganges, or other 
“holy” stream. 

Aaything moresingularand whim- 
sical than the forms prescribed for 
him were never enjoined upon hu- 
manity as religious ritual. In illus- 
tration of this, we ask the reader’s 


lar in this country, if it were only |attention to the following extract 
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CH MESSENGER. 


from a paper in the “ 
searches,” 


After a variety of genuflections 
d prayers, of which those are but 
mere sample, he concludes his 
devotions by worshiping the rising 
»|sun.—Butler’s Land of the Veda. 
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A HAPPY HOME, 


froma 
the bas 


If the Ganges be] Juha happy home there will be no 


beyond his reach, he should j . ae 
ot hive t 1 invoke fault-finding, overbearing spirit ; 
we a MEY ee ree “O Gunga, | there will be no peevishness or fret- 
y prayers! for my sake be| fulness. Unkindness will not dwell 


SF Rl ts A quantity of in the heart or be found in the ton- 
ater, wi e other sacred streams. gue. Oh, the tears, the sighs, the 


hen, standing in the water, he must ; : ] } 
] <n ’ wasting of life and health anc 
at i: a St performance by strength, and of all that is most to be 
eadieal te : . Nes ation of certain | desired in a happy home, occasioned 
ante HLT - bee water | merely by unkind words! A cele- 
shi as a a hog oh a the wor- | brated writer remarks to this effect, 
chasaMibareectite Macro t t times on| namely, that fretting and scolding 
toadia ws aud erect eae seem like tearing the flesh from the 
akySeurthe nite; Raz ik wae ; bones, that we have no more right to 
his hexae auamed — me pe ih ht 5 be guilty of this sin than we have to 
to Westie P4HE-S y € ground,) curse and swear and steal. In a 
wit ines ‘aa Dari nett reek war | perfectly happy home all selfishness 
ars eae ah be Be € pertorm~ | will be removed. Its members will 
he soe ies tbe Pol he ae not seek first to please themselves, 
sit astounds hal a bel O waters! | hut will seek to please each other. 
mee ye atlord delight, grant us pre-| Cheerfulness is another ingredient in 
cy happiness and the rapturous | 9 happy home. How much does a 
oe of ue Supreme Being. Like | sweet smile, emanating from a heart 
ak * ec ers, make us here par- fraught with love and kindness, con- 
ne aig your most auspicious essence. | tribute to make a happy home? At 
g Decome'contented” with ' your ee: evening how soothing is that sweet 
wen? with which ye satisfy the uni-| cheerfulness that is borne on the 
verse. Waters, grant it to us.’ Im-| countenance of a wife and mother! 
merry after this first ablation He" Taras parent and child, brother 
CBee d sip water without swallowing, | and sister, the mistress and servant, 
- silently praying. These ceremonies | gwel] with delight upon those confid- 
and prayers being concluded, he ing smiles that beam from the eye 
plunges thrice into the water, each | aid burst from the inmost soul of those 
time repeating the prescribed expia-| who are dear and near! How it has- 
tory texts. tens the return of the father, lightens 
“ Fle then meditates in the deepest | the care of the mother, renders it 
silence. During this moment of in- | more easy for youth to resist tempta- 
tense devotion he is striving to rea- | tion, and drawn by the cords of af- 
lize that ‘Brahma, with four faces | fection, how it induces them with 
and a red complexion, resides in his | lowly hearts, 1o return to the pater- 
bosom; Vishnu, with four arms and | nal roof. Seek then to make home 
a black complexion, in his heart ;| happy. 
and Shiva, with five faces and a 
white complexion, in his forehead.’ 
To this sublime meditation succeeds 
a suppression of the breath, which is 
thus perfamed: closing the left nos-| The tobacco plant is a native of 
tril with the two longest fingers of | America. It was introduced into 
the right hand, he draws his breath Europe after the discovery of the 
through the right nostril; and then, | new world by Columbus. It was 
closing that nostril likewise with his | first used in Spain and Portugal, and 
thumb, he holds his ured bet os ahien wane putes cr iio England 
internally repeats to himself the|by Sir Walter Raleigh. was soon 
gayatrt, Ae mysterious names of the | after carried into France, Germany, 
three words, the triliteral monosylla- | Russia, and. Italy. 
ble and the sacred text of Brahma.| In Russiathe use of tobacco was 
Last of all, he raises both fingers off | prohibited under penalty of the bas- 
the left nostril, and emits the breath | tinado for the first offence, loss. of 
he had suppressed through the right. | the nose for second, and deprivation 
This process being repeated ee of life for ihe third. Tay iis al 
several times, he must next make! who used tobacco or Snull in cauren, 
three ablutions, with the following | were excommunicated. In Switzer- 
‘As the tired Pe leaves | Jand, all mages of sae UPS ie 
.| 3 s criminals. 
drops of sweat at the foot of a tree ; | ished by the magistrates as cr 
; i a Turk was led 
as he who bathes is cleansed from all | In Constantinople, a Lurk v 
foulness ; a3 an oblation is sanctified through the street with his nose 
by holy grass; 80 may this water | transfixed by a pipe-stem, as a warn- 
purify me from sin.’ He must next) ing to all smokers. The shah of 
ill th alm of his hand with | Persia treated tobacco-using as a cap- 
ia aiid: presenting it to his nose, | ital crime, James J. also made ear- 
inhale the fluid by one nostril, and, nest efforts to suppress the traffic in 
retaining it for Sh Ee abla it tobacco, placing heavy imposts upon 
through the other, and throw away | jt, Re 
rcs eae to the north-east mdi A. brief glance at a few er et 
‘os ; interna il] show how enormous is the 
This is considered as an internal | wi 102 { 
ablution which washes away ps ‘amount of tobacco raising and using 
hen concludes by sipping water | a¢ the present time. 
wih the fellowing prayer: ‘Water!/ Jn 1858, tobacco cost England 
thou ‘dost penetrate all beings ; thou | more than $40,000,000. 
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) TOBACCO. 


prayer: 
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In the year 1860 it cost France 
the same sum. 

Last year (1873) it was estimated 
that tobacco cost the English people 
more than bread. 

The United States annually ex- 
bausts in the culture of tobacco 400,- 
000 acres of the soil, and employs 
40,000 men, women, boys, and girls 
in its manufacture. In 1842 the 
amount of tobacco used in this coun- 
try amounted to seven pounds for 
each adult person. 

Holland has 1,000,000 sallow, 
cadaverous-looking people engaged 
in the manufacture of the various 
forms of tobacco. _ 

The present annual production of 
the world is estimated by reliable 
authorities at 1,000,000,000 pounds, 
which must cost the consumers at least 
$500,000 000.— Health Reformer. 


Children’s Plepartment. 
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WHAT ONE APPLE DID, 


In a small house on the outskirts 
of the town of Salisbury lived old 
Job Peterson. No one lived in the 
house with him but his little grand- 
son Ben. It was a small house; 
back of it was a little garden in 
which Job raised his potatoes and 
cabbages; in front was a small, grassy 
yard in which, by the side of the 
door, grew a tall apple-tree—a con- 
stant source of delight to little Ben, 
who was so lame that he could not 
get about from place to place with- 
out help. Every morning old Job’s 
kind but rough hands helped him in 
his washing and dressing ; and when 
breakfast was over, he lifted him to 


his chair, which in winter stood at 
the window, arranged the pillows and 
soft cushions, placed his toys and pic- 
ture books within reach, and then 
left him until dinner-time; the after- 
noon was also spent by little Ben 
alone, but when the day’s work was 
over his grandfather was with him 
in the evenings. 


On rainy days, and 
in the evenings, when he was not too 
tired, he had taught little Ben to 
read, and by borrowing books from | 
the children he knew, he kept the) 
poor child supplied with reading; 
matter. But in the summer Ben’s} 
chair was by the open door, 

by the long arms of the old apple- ; 
tree. You children who can run; 
about and play, and see so man 
things, can scarcely imagine the plea- 
sure Ben took in watching all the 
changes of that one tree, from the 


| which had caused the little 


| 
first putting out of its Jeaf-buds and | 


its pink and white blossoms, till the 


limbs were covered with their: dense | 


foliage; nor how regretfully he 
watched the leaves begin to fall, and 
knew that cold weather must ere 
long begin again and shut him within 
his four walls. His keen eyes spied 
out every pair of birds which began 
house-building in its branches, and 
the progress of the little builders was 
of great interest to him. How Ben 
loved the summer and his apple-tree, 
and how he fairly sang with joy 
when his grandfather, having little 
leisure at home, would lift his chair 
out in the grassy yard where the 
wind blew gently on his. face, and 
realized the joy so seldom his, of being 
out of doors. 

Ben had one trouble. A _ big boy 
named John Smith, who lived on the 
same street, learned to take intense 
delight in teasing him; morning, 
noon and night he kept it up. He 


rarely passed Ben’s window, or caw! 
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the child seated at the open door, 
without mocking his Jameness, or 
daring him to come out and ran a 
race, etc. The child had read in his 
New Testament about the Lord Jesus 
who forgave His enemies, and he 
really wanted to forgive John Smith, 
and make friends with him, but, as 
he sorrowfully told his grandfather, 
John would not let him. | 

One day old Job was finishing off 
a piece of work in a great hurry. ~ 
He had been hired to put away a 
supply of coal; night was coming on, 
and he had still much to do. He 
had just filled two baskets with coal, 
and was preparing to lift them into 
the cellar, when a little girl who 
lived in the adjoining house took a 
notion, as she came home from the 
school, to clamber over the pile of 
coal. Her foot slipped, and in ber 
fail she struck the full baskets, roll- 
ing them over and emptying them. 
Old Job was not generally impatient, 
but things had been very contrary 
that day and the old man was tired ; 
therefore, he astonished the little girl, 
who was accustomed to his usual kind 
face and pleasant voice, by his harsh 
words and sharp reprimand. 

“T didn’c mean to do it; I’m 
sorry,” she said, and passed into the 
house. 

There she was met by her mother 
with a large rosy-cheeked apple, a 
perfect beauty. Apples were scarce 
that season, and her mother was 
very much surprised to hear her say, 
as she looked at the beautiful fruit, 
“JT won’t eat this apple; I’ll give it 
to old Job.” , 

“* Why wiJl you do that?” said her 
mother. 

“ Because I was careless And 
knocked over his coal ; he scolded me 
about it, and I’m sorry for him. Vl 
give him this, and perhaps he’ll for- 


give me.” 


Old Job was heartily ashamed of 
his harsh words by the time the child 
had entered the house, and when she 
returned with the apple he wanted to 
refuse it. 

“No, no, little one,” he said, 
“keep your apple. Job is sorry he 
spoke so cross.” 

But the little girl insisted, and 
so the old man took it; but as he put 


| it into his pocket, he said ; 


“JT won’t eat this apple; I’ll take 


shaded | it to my little Ben.” 


That night Ben received the apple 
and an account of the circumstance, 
girl to 
give it. Now Ben had long been 
wanting an opportunity to do a favor 
to Jobn Smith, that be might turn 
him into a friend, and he thought 
here was an opportunity. 

“Grandpa,” said he, ‘I won’t eat 
this apple; please let me give it to 
John Smith.” 

The old man looked at him with a 
queer smile, but only answered, “ You 
may do as you like.” 

Next morning Job went as usual 
to his work, but before he started he 
placed the carefully treasured gift 
within Ben’s reach. Poor Ben! It 
was a sacrifice to him to give away 
the apple, for fruit was a rarity to 
him; but he remembered a yerse 
which spoke of kindness to an enemy 
‘as coals of fire upon his head,” and 
he had fully determined upon the | 
sacrifice. | r 

He looked patient 
the street for — 


‘ 


yard 
tion 


ou it 
Wrekin acct you want with me, 

“T want to give you this,” said 
Ben, holding up the Usp “T kept 
it for you; grandpa eaid I might; he 
gave it to me.” 

“ You want to give it tome? what 
for ?” 

“Because I want you to be kind 
tome. Oh! it is so hard to be lame 
and have to stay all by myself, and 
not run about like other boys. And 
please be friends with me, and don’t 
call me ugly names,” and the 
tears came into Ben’s eyes as he 
spoke. | 

Now John began to feel really 
ashamed of himself; for he had not 
thought how much his words hurt 
little Ben. 

“Well, boy, keep your apple. 
I’m sorry I hurt your feelings; I’l 
stop | it, though. There now, don’t 
ery. 

“Then you'll be friends? But 
please take the apple.” 

“No, keep it yourself.” 

“Bat I don’t want it now. ve 
kept it for you. Please take it.” 

John Smith took the apple to please 
Ben; but as he thoughtit all over, he 
had no appetite for it, and he felt 
really ashamed to eat it. 

“T won’t eat this apple,” said he; 
“T’ll give it to Joe and Jane, and 
Dll be kinder to them, too.” 

Joe and Jane, his little brother and 
sister, were wonderfully surprised, 
when John divided that large apple 
between them, and would not even 
take a bite himself. But they grew 
accustomed to John’s kinder treat- 
ment after awhile; for be stopped 
teasing Jane’s cat, and helped Joe’s 
dog out of trouble, and to make a 
long story short, from that day he 
began to be a better boy. Often, 
after that when old Job was; busy, 
John would find time to lift the lame 
boy’s chair out into the yard, and 
many were the kind turns he did for 
him. 

So you see how a good deed and a 
soft word kept moving on.— Hearth 
and Home. 
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MARY’S WISH, 


“How I do wish I were Mand 
Johnston !” 

“ Why would you like to be Mand 
Johnston?” asked sister Fanny. 

“ Because Maud lives in such a 
fine house, and wears silk dresses, 
and rides in a bandsome carriage, 
and does not go to school, but has a 
teacher for herself alone.’ - 

“Would you be willing to leave 
papa and marama, Robby and me for 
these things ?” 

“No; but I can’t help wishing I 
were Maud.” 

“Did you know that Maud was 
lame,” asked mamma, ‘‘and that 
she is often sick, and sometimes very 
lonesome? for she has no brother or 
sister to play with?” . 

“Ono; I did not know that she 
was lame; I have never seen her 
walk. Sometimes she sits at the 
window when we pass to school, and 
we often see her on our way home, 
riding in her carriage. Sarah Price 
told me her father gave her all the 
money she wanted, and that she 
could do just as she pleased with it. 
I thought it would be nice to have 
all these things. But if I should 
have to be lame and to live without 
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can do for us. 


— 
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any brother or sister; I would rath- 
er be myself.” 


“God knows what is best for us,” 


said mamma, “and He has given us 


each work to do which no one else 
So it is foolish to 


if tlilor’s Asble. a 


BOOK NOTICES, 


THE VATICAN DECREES IN THEIR 
BEARING ON Cryii ALLEGIANCE. 
A PouiricaL ExposTuLATION. 
By Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone, 
M.P. To which are added: A 
History of the Vatican Council ; 
together with the Latin and Eng- 
lish Text of the Papal Syllabus 
and The Vatican Decrees. By the 
Rey. Philip Schaff, D. D.. From 
his forthcoming ‘ History of the 
Ceeeds of Christendom.” New 
York: Harper & Brothers, Pab- 
lishers, Franklin Square. 1875. 
Pp. 168. 


Perhaps at no time has the subject 
of the relation of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church to civil government, more 
earnestly engaged the attention of 
prominent European countries, than 
at present. This is especially, the 
case with England and Prussia. 
The protracted controversy growing 
out of Bismark’s movements in rela- 
tion to the Roman @atholic Church ; 
and the more recent discussion 
between Hon. W. E. Gladstone and 
Archbishop Manning, in relation to 
the same general subject, are more or 
less familiar to every one, who closely 
reads up the movements of the pre- 
sent day. A considerable degree of 
interest has accordingly been created 
in the general subject. 

In the circumstances just recited, 
the appearance of a work like the 
one the title of which is given above, 
must be regarded as most opportune. 
It will furnish the reader with great 
facilities for arriving at an intelligent 
knowledge of the merits of the ques- 
tions at issue. We have here, in the 
first place, a paper from Mr. Glad- 
stone, in which he ably and fully 
discusses the bearing of the Vatican 
Deerees on Civil Allegiance. 

We have, then, a History of the 
Vatican Council, together with the 
Latin and English Text of the Papal 
Syllabus and the Vatican Decrees. 
These latter are from a work soon to 
be issued by the Rev. Dr. Schaff, 
entitled: ‘ History of the Creeds of 
Christendom.” The work can be 
read with profit by intelligent lay- 
men, though they may not be Latin 
scholars, as a faithful translation ac- 
companies the original text. It will 
doubtless meet with a general wel- 
come reception. 
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Tue Sraruinc. By Norman Mac- 
Jeod, D. D. New York, Dodd & 
Mead, Publishers, 762 Broadway. 
Pp. 392. For sale by Claxton, 
Remsen & Haffelfinger, Philada. 
This is, indeed, a very readable 

book. It isall about a starling; and 

yet it embodies in it a great variety 
of characters, which forcibly illus- 
trate different phases of human life, 
and make the work attractive as well 
as instructive to the general reader. 

The poor bird had been taught to 

utter certain phrases, on account of 

which, it was declared by certain 
| parties to be a public nuisance, and 
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involved its attached owners, notwith- 
standing their excellent religious 
character, in great trouble. They 
exercised in the midst of all un un- 
wavering trust in God, and passing 
through a series of sore trials, were 
eventually delivered out of al! their 
troubles, and fully restored to their 
former good standing in the Charch 
and the community. 


A Ripe on Horsesack THROUGH 
THE Hoty Lanp. Written for 
Children. By L, Ll. A., Boston : 
Published by Henry Hoyt, No. 9 
Cornhill. Pp, 214. For sale by 
Claxton, Remsen & Haffelfinger, 
Philadelphia. 

The writer of the present work 
made a delightful journey through 
the Holy Land. On her return to 
this country, she gave a series of 
Lectures on Sunday afternoons to 
children, giving an account of her 
travels, together with a description 
of the eountry through which she 
passed, accompanied with such obser- 
vations, as the different objects seen 
naturally suggested. These familiar 
talks interested the little ones s0 
much, that the propriety of putting 
them into a permanent form was 
suggested to her by some friends, and 
the work before us is the result. 
The style is very simple and yet 
chaste and pure; and the subjects 
are handled in such a graphic and 
forcible manner, as to make the 
whole attractive and impressive. 
The work contains quite a number 
of apt illustrations. The youthful 
reader, from the perusal of the work, 
will be made familiar with many 
scenes and objects, which will throw 
much light upon the teachings of 
God’s Holy Word. 


SHapowy Hanp; Or Life Struggles. 
A Story of Real Life. By the 
author of “ Ned Nevins ; Or Street 
Life in Boston.” Fifth thousand. 
Extra chapters on the Critics. 
Printed and Sold by the Author, 
Rev. Henry Morgan, Morgan 
Chapel, Boston, 1875. Pp. 460. 
The author of this book appears 

to be quite an original character. 
He has his own way of putting things, 
whether it be in the shape of a ser- 
mon, lecture, or book. From be- 
ginning toend, he proceeds on a kind 
of independent line, and talks right 
out regardless of what others may 
think or say. 

According to his own account, his 
life has been quite an erratic one, and 
whilst he claims to have been the 
instrument of much good to the 
bodies and souls of men, he did not 
fail to draw down upon him more 
or less opposition, from different 
quarters, with which he also deals 
with a merciless and unsparing hand. 

He was born in poverty, obtained 
an education under many difficulties, 
and wandered about almost every- 
where, trying in his own way to do 
good. He sought frequently to ob- 
tain license to preach the gospel, but 
invariably failed in his purpose. He 
persevered, however, and eventually 
succeeded, and now seems to be 
laboring and preaching on his own 
responsibility. Whatever may be 
said of his book, it is certainly one 
that will be extensively read. It 
evinces singular vigor and life, along 
with much eccentricity. 

Rose Exuior’s WisH: Or Dia- 
monds and Toads. By the author 
of “ Nora’s Life at Derncleugh,” 
&e. &e. Philadelphia, American 
Sunday School Union, No. 1122 
Chestnut street. pp. 152. 

This little volume is well conceived 
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and admirably written. It very 
forcibly illustrates, and impressively 
inculcates the importance of cherish- 
ing and manifesting a spirit of kind- 
ness and good-will in our intercourse 
with each other. These are lessons, 
which cannot be too early nor too 
seasonably impressed upon the miod 
of the young, in whose interest more 
especially the present work is written. 


Tur Penn Montaty.—The Jan- 
ary number of this monthly for 1875 
promptly made its appearance. It 
opens with the usual brief notes on 
the leading events of the past month. 
The remarks on the different topics 
are generally good and to the point. 
The brief article on the question, 
“Shall we give up Sunday 2” pre- 
sents an aspect of the question, which 
has always been regarded by us, as 
furnishing the strongest argument 10 
favor of the divine origin of Sunday, 
and its consequent claims to a proper 
observance, which is generally over- 
looked by the friends of the day, or 
at least when referred to has compara- 
tively little stress laid upon it. We 
mean its social and national aspect. 
Even the arguments from an ecclesi- 
astical or religious stand-point, come 
with their special force, only when 
they have the social and national as- 
pect of the question for their basis. 

The number contains additional 
articles, generally well written, on 
such subjects as ‘‘ Pioneer Govern- 
ment of Oregon,’  “ Miniature 
Painting ;” “ Viollet-le-Dac ;” “ The 
Parthenon ;” ‘The Voyages of the 
Zenos;” “Value of Paleontology ;” 
“ President Grant on Finances ;” 
“New Books ;” and Books Received. 

Published by the Penn Monthly 
Association, 506 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, at $3 per year in 
advance. 

Vick’s Floral Guide. The January 
number of this highly illustrated pam- 
phlet has made its appearance. Itisa 
beautiful affair. All who take an in- 
terest in horticulture, should send for 
it. See advertisement. 


Agricultural. 


THE POTATO, 


Our common potato belongs botani- 
cally to a very suspicious order of 
plants, and it is well for the admirers 
of the tubers not to inquire very 
closely into its family relations. The 
knowledge that the potato is first 
cousin to such plants as_ tobacco, 
belladonna, henbane, nightshade, etc., 
all of them deadly narcotics, might 
trouble the sensitive nerves of some 
lover of the delicious vegetable. Is 
the potato plant poisonous? Certainly 
The stem, foliage, and fruit 
contain the same poisonous principles 
as henbane, and cannot be consumed 
as food without disastrous conse- 
quences. fortunately, the under- 
ground branches are free from injuri- 
ous substances, if they are entirely 
covered with earth. But what is 
meant by underground branches ? 
We mean the tubers themselves, for 
they are nothing but subterranean 
portions of the plant structure, and 
are not roots. A potato is a vegeta- 
ble monstrosity, an abnormal produc- 
tion, which is extraordinary in every 
particular. The tuber is a branch of 
the plant which takes to the ground, 
and its growth becomes arrested and 
thickened, forming a knot or bunch 
which consists largely of pure starch. 
If a portion of this underground 
branch pushes its way out of the soil, 
the epidermis assumes a green color, 
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and then it becomes, like the above- 
ground branches, poisonous. The 
green potatoes which are found grow- 
ing half-exposed to air and sunlight 
in our fields should be rejected, as 
they are totally unfit for human food. 
The potato has true leaf buds, or 
scars (the parts called the eyes), and 
in this respect resembles the stem. 
We can cut ont these eyes or leaf 
buds, and from them propagate the 
plant, each eye growing and pro- 
ducing an independent structure. 
These facts should lead us to under- 
stand, that the subterranean portions 
of plants are not always roots. 


The potato in its early cultivation 
met with strange vicissitudes and 
great opposition. The stern old 
Paritans opposed its cultivation, and 
denied its lawfulness as an article of 
food, because the plants were. not 
mentioned in the Bible! Sir Walter 
Raleigh carried the plants to England 
from this country in 1586, and put 
them in his garden. His gardener 
thought the green potato apples were 
the potatoes, and expressed his disgust 
to his master at such products. He 
was told to pull up the weeds and 
throw them away. In doing so he 
found the true potatoes, more than a 
bushel in quantity, and he hurried 
back to Sir’ Walter in a very happy 
humor, to show him the samples and 


make known the discovery. So late 
as 1725 it was only cultivated in 
gardens in Englan& and Scotland. 
During a period of more than one 
hundred and fifty years after Sir 
Walter introduced it into England, 
it failed to rise superior to the preju- 
dices of English cultivators. 
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BUY. YOUR BOOKS 
AT THE BOOK STORE OF YOUR OWN GHURGH, 


We give this advice gratuitously, and think 
the following : 
1, You can buy from us as 


it ought to be heeded. Our reasons for this are 
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than you can buy elsewhere. Such are our ar- 
rangements, that we can sell the books of other 
réliable houses at the same price at which they 
can be bought from them by outside parties. 
There is, therefore, nothing to be GAINED by 
Zoing elsewhere, whilst something may be 
SAVED by staying at homes 

2. You are more likely to get a BETTER as- 
sortment of books, by buying from us, than if 
you purchase elsewhere. We make it A BUSI- 
NESS to acquaint ourselves with the new book® 
as they come into the market, and from our 
relations to the Church, think we are BETTER 
QUALIFIED than outside parties for judging 
as to what is adapted to the wants of our people- 
We have known cases, in which members'of the 
Church haye gone elsewhere for their books, 
under the impression, induced by plausible rep- 
resentations, that they could get more for their 
money by so doing, and have had imposed upon 
them, books unsuited to their wants, and, in 


8. You will be’ furnished every REASONA- 
BLE facility for making a proper selection. 
Should it be preferred that we make the selec- 
tion, it will be cheerfully and carefully done, if 
a clear statement be sent of the kind of books 
desired, and the amount of money they are 
expected to cost. It will aid much also, in 
making the selection, if a catalogue of the books 
already in the Library, be sent along with the 
order. Some who desire to make their own se- 
lection, and do not find it convenient to visit 
the city for that purpose, prefer getting their 
books from parties nearer home. This plea is 
without force, as we are willing to send to any 
place on our thoroughfares, an assortment of 
books, from which to select; and are also always 
willing to exchange, when it,is found that any 
books have been duplicated. 

4, You ought to buy your books from us, be- 
cause our store 


some instances, such as were pronounced by 
competent judges to be mere trash. 
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BWelonss to the Churcn. 


You have an interest in common with all the/ 


members of the Church, in its success. All the 
patronage the Church ean bestow upon it, is 
needed to sustain it, and the more largely it is 
sustained, the more good, will it be able to do 
for the Church. It looks BAD, to say the 
Jeast, and is very DISHEARTENING to those 
whom the Church’has appointed to conduet its 
publication affairs, when members of the 
Church purchase their books elsewhere, even 
though it were true, which is not the case, that 
something is thus saved, or it may be thought 
more convenient to go elsewhere. Some buy 
the books of the Church even through other 


houses. It would SAVE, TOO, the commission | 


allowed to other publishing houses, were they 
to purchase directly from us, whilst it would 
not cost them ANY MORE. 


REFORMED CHURCH 


5. Weare often asked for donations to Mis- 
|sion Schools of the Church. As we have no 
fund furnished us for making such donations, 
we must reluctantly decline acceding to such 
| solicitations. Were our Book Store to be largely 
patronized by the members of the Church, we 
would, in the course of time, be able to do 
something in the way of making such contribu- 
tions, though, in order to do so to the extent of 
existing wants, we ought, as is the case in other 
denominations, to be furnished with a fund spe- 
cially appropriated to this object. 

For the above reasons, we think we haye a 
right to ask all members of the Church, and 
particularly, our several Sunday-Schools, to buy 
their books from the Book Store of their own 


'Chureh. Send your orders to 
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THE BEST 


We now enter the field for 
the Fall and coming Win- 
ter and are furnishing the 
best paying and most easily 
worked agency inthe world 
Our agents have always 
been the most successful, 
and we have lately added 
new and exceedingly tak- 


8 u S | ESS ing inducements, requiring 
only intelligence and ap- 


plication for any ene, young or old, of either sex, to 
make a really first class paying business for themselves. 
We have the most agents and de the largest business 
in our line, We give right to exclusive territory, fur- 
nish the best tools to work with, give the largest cash 
pay. Boox Acrnts and all experienced agents find 
the business we furnish, decidedly the mest profitadle. 
Everybody can make money, bend your name and 


address at once for circulars, terms, etc. AGENTS no |} 
an are doin send to us for particulars, | 


matter what 
Address WATF RS & TINKER, Publishers, Chicago, 
Ik, et. 21, '73.° 118 
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_ NEW BOOKS. - 


The Reformed Church Publication Board have pubs 
lished the following New Books for tho Sunday-School 
Library, viz.: 


YOUTH IN EARNEST. 


This is the story of a young man of pious heart and 
earnest faith, who Jost his life on one of the Western 
gunboats during the late war. It affords an exemplary 
lesson to every Christian family. It is written in Dr. 
Harbaugh’s interesting style, and is one of the last books 
he wrote. Price 90 cents. 


THE OLD SCHOOL-MASTER, 


Or, “They That Sow in Tears Shall Reap in Joy.” 


A most interesting book, giving an account of a faith- 
ful Christian Teacher: who suffered great trials, and at 
last reaped a rich reward for all his toils and sore trials. 
Four illustrations. Price 90 cents. 


FATHER MILLER; 


Or, The Good Lord Still Reigns. Price 75 cents. 


A very interesting story, translated from the German. 
Designed to show that “The Good Lord Still Reigns,” 
and brings forth the judgment of his children clear as 
the sunlight, to the confusion of all enemies and perse- 
pages An excellent book for Sunday-Schools.—S. S. 

mes. 


Of the above two books the Christian Intelligencer says : 
—‘Thege volumes are really gems. In the geniality of 
their style, and the artless simplicity with which they 
portray real life, they are not surpassed by the best 
efforts of those who are famed for their skill in catering 
for the young. There will be but one opinion among 
the ‘juveniles’ as to their merit, and, in this instance, 
the opinion is sound,” 


LIFE OF CAIN. 


Asensible book. The Life of Cain isan example to be 
read for instruction and profit. Much thought has been 
employed in its careful preparation. Price 75 cents. 

“One is surprised to find how much can be said of, 
and learned from, one whose history in the Bible narra- 
tive is so brief.”—Guardian. 


THE RIPE HARVEST; 


Or, The Work to be Done, and the Increase of 
Laborers Needed in the 
_ MINISTRY OF THE REPORMED CHURCH. 
16mo, Cloth. 119 pp. Price 50 cents. 
“The most of the arguments will apply to one bedy 
of Christians as well as to another. We recommend the 
general perusal of this book.”—Lutheran Observer. 


HOLY-DAY STORIKS. 


Price 50 cents. 


“A series of stories relating to the Church Holidays— 
Christmas, Good Friday, Easter, Ascension and Whitsun- 
tide. These stories have all the happy, pious feeling of 
the German heart, and are well rendered into English.” 
—Lutheran Observer, 

“Stories full of juice and spice, such as children love 
to read.” —Guardian. 


GOOD FRIDAY. 


Price 40 cents, 

“Giving the history of ‘Good Friday,’ and reasons why 
it should be observed as aholy day. Inthe same volume 
we also find ‘An Easter Walk,’ and ‘Christ and the Law: 
yer’ ’—Lutheran Observer. 


SALOME THE DANCER. 


Sketch of Herodius’ daughter. Price 40 cents, 

“Written for Sunday-Schools, but no less adapted for 
readers of maturer tastes, and admirably suited to inter: 
4t and instruct both classes of readers.”—Guardian. 


TRUE GLORY OF WOMAN. 


BY REY. H. HARBAUGH, D. D. 
Price $1.25. 

“Another cupital book, which has been published .. 
some time, and is now passing through a second editio: 
is from the pen of the late Dr. Henry Harbaugh. “Tk. 
True Glory of Woman, as Portrayed in the Beauly 
ful Life of the Virgin Mary, Mother of our Lord ane 
Saviour, Jesus Christ.” The reader will find in this 
volume many beautiful thoughts, and some suggestions 
presented in the author’s forcible style, and to all of 
these he will take no exception.”—Christian Intelligencer. 


CREED AND CUSTOMS. 


A Popular Hand-Beok, Treating of the Chief Doctrines 
aud Practices of the Reformed’Church. 
BY GHO. B. RUSSELL, D. D, 
Price $2.00. 

“The work is well written, very readable throughout, 
contains, in a convenient form, much information, which 
intelligent persons of other dencminations ought to 
know, and will doubtless meet an existing want in the 
Reformed Church, perhaps more especially in that, div 
sion of it (alas!) to which the author belongs *~* 
eran Observer. — 


GOSPEL LESSONS. 


BY REV. D. GANS, D. D. 


HPISTLE LESSONS. 


BY REY.D. GANS, D. D. 
These Lessons are admirably arranzed according te 


THE CHURCH YHAR. 
They are inteoded fer the use of 
SUNDA ¥-SCHOOLS, 

Rib'e Classes,and Families. 270 pp. tice SC ¢ 
or $450 per dozen. cate ane ae 
_* Ouly where the Sunday-school is made a prepara'i: 
jer, and ® stepping to the Chure it is dpiiaea\ a pre wer 
w yk. This can best be done where its own text bo: ks 

ro used. We have been too long lacking these. Dr. 
Gans Question Books on the Gospels and Episties ara 
just the thing needed in this department of « ur 


Snaday school work, They are the book ied.’ 
Me senger.—Lr, 8. H. G. y he books wanisd.’— 


SINAI AND Z 


Gr, A Pilgrimag 
Lan 


8 


nn CREFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER. 


eforined are Hessenger 


PHILADELPHIA, DECEMBER 20, 1874. 


SPECIAL CONTRIBUTORS. 
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REV. D. GANS, D. D., Baltimore, Md, 
REV. 7. q. APPLE, D, D., Lancaster, Pa, 
REV.'F, K. LEVAN, Pittsburg, Pa, 
REV. J. W. DUBBS, Philadelphia, Pa. 

SB- The source of the contributions ineach 
case is indicaied by one or more initial 
letters, 


Ray For terms see Sixteenth Page, 


To Gorrespondemts,—Persons who forward 
communications should not write anythin pertaining 
to the business of the office on the back of their com- 
pave but on a separate slip—or, if on the same 
é eet, in such a way, that it can be separated trom the 
communication, without affecting it They will save 

emselves and us much trouble by observing this rule. 
Aag~ Unaccepted manuscripts will not be returned. 


~~ ®o Subseribers.—When monies are remitted, 

and the date following the name on the direction label 
is not changed within three weeks thereafter, please 
notify the publishers. Those in arrears will please 
examine the date and remit the amount due. 


—————oo——e———— 


HYMNS FOR THE REFORMED 
CHURCH, 


eee 


Such is the simple title of the selec- 
tion of hymns, made by a committee of 
the Synod of the Reformed Church in 
the United States, under the authority 
of the General Synod, to be appended 
to the ‘Order of Worship.” A copy 
of the selection from the proof plates 
was submitted to Synod at its last 
annual sessions, and approved, with 
certain changes, which have since been 
made. The issue of them has been de- 
layed by the stereotyper and binder 
longer than was anticipated. They are, 
however, now ready for distribution, 
and will be sold at the following prices: 


Hymns, alone, plain roan embossed, single 


copy, $1 25 
Forms and Hymns, “ ee 7 inte Sbeealt) 
Order of Worship and Hymns, “ EONS 


*The prices of those in extra binding 
will be given hereafter. 


The usual deduction from the retail 
prices will be made to those, who buy 
to sell again. 

To facilitate their introduction, the 
prices have been fixed at the lowest 
possible paying rates. As the book has 
to be issued as an appendix to the 
“ Order of Worship,” the large sized 
page of the latter had to be adopted, 
and hence the increase of cost in get- 
ting them up. The style in which they 
appear, will, we believe, give general 
satisfaction. 

The selection itself we regard as a 
most admirable one. The hymns 
breathean excellentepirit, and aretruly 
devotional, whilst they avoid all im- 
proper sentimentalism. The fact that 
they are arranged according to the 
Church year makes them very conveni- 
ent for use. The bymns adapted to the 
particular season can be turned to at 
once. As the number of them had to 
be compressed within the limits of an 
t will be readily seen, it was 


appendix, i 
: introduce into the selec- 


impossible to 


Reformed Church Publication Board, 
907 Arch Street, Philadelphia. — 


OU <r oe 


PENNSYLVANIA ACADEMY OF THE 
FINE ARTS, 


An exhibition is at present being 
held, under the auspices and for the 
benefit of the above institution, in the 
building adjoining their new structure, 
ou Broad Street above Arch. The 
opening took place on Monday even- 
ing, the 21st instant. It was very 
largely attended, and was quite a bril- 
liant affair. Beautiful Engravings, 
Ktchings, and. Mezzotints, of a large 
variety, to the number of nearly one 
thousand; are spread out over the spa- 
cious building and conveniently arr: nz- 
ed for inspection. They include exam- 
ples of the best and Je \ding engravers of 
the different schools, covering a period 
of nearly four hundred and fifty years, 
and may be considered as furnishing 
“a consecutive history of the art pre- 
sented in its works, from the first of 
apy importance, through its different 
phases of progress to the full develop- 
ment of its resources.” The exhibition 
is well worthy of a visit from all, who 
have any taste for the beautiful, as pre- 
sented in the fine arts. 


To 


CLOSE OF THE VOLUME, 


— 


The present number closes the for- 
tieth volume of the ‘ Messenger.” 
During the coming year, it will be is- 
sued in the folio form, the specimen 
number of which has been sent out in 
advance, bearing even date with the 
present issue. We trust, the change 
will meet with the approbation of our 
patrons generally, especially in view of 
the reduction in the price, and the 
general character of its contents. 
Though there may be misgivings with 
some, on account of the reduction in 
size, and apparent shrinkage of contents, 
yet we believe only a short time will 
be required to reconcile them to the 
measure, and convince them of its wis- 
dom. 

What our people most need is a 
Church paper, one that shall be such 
in truth, and not simply in name. It 
shall be our endeavor to make the 
“ Messenger’ such, and with the cor- 
dial and earnest co-operation of our 
brethren, we believe we shali succeed. 
Let all, then, who are interested in our 
enterprize and sincerely desire its suc- 
cess, lend a vigorous helping hand. 
Let them not only labor earnestly to 
add largely to our subscription list, 
but also, to furnish us promptly with 
church intelligence and brief practical 
articles for our columvs. Both mea- 
sures are alike essential to success. 
Let croak who will, we trust none, who 
are properly concerned for our success, 
will withhold their active cooperation. 


We are encouraged by the interest 
and activity thus far evinced in sundry 
quarters, and trust it will become gen- 
eral and even more decidedly pro- 
nounced. It is in the power of the 
Church to provide itself with a church 
paper of a proper character, and it is 
to be hoped it will not withhold the 


| elements eszential to attaining so im- 


rtant an end. With it, then, rests 
@ responsibility of the result. 


A SURPRISE VISIT, 


It seems our ‘good brother of New 
Holland, Pa, Rev. D. W. Gerhard, has 
been the recipient of special favors. Ac- 
cording to an announcement in the “ New 
Holland Clarion,” a party composed of 
members of Heller’s church, a part of 
the New Holland charge, to the number 
of nearly thirty, joined by several per- 
sons from New Molland, made their pas 
tor a surprise visit on the 19th of De- 
cember. They brought their baskets 
along, and after a few words were ex- 
changed, tcok possession of the kitchen, 
and filled a large table with good things 
of every description, including groccries 
and dried and other fruit. Nor was the 
horse forgotten. He also received his 
share in the shape of a lot of corn. The 
affuir being a complete surprise, the pas- 
tor endeavored to express his thanks as 
best he could under the circumstances. 
This part of the ceremonies was brought 
toa close with prayer and singing “ Praise 
God from whom all blessings flow.” Two 
hours were then spent very pleasantly, at 
the close of which the guests started for 
their homes, and the pastor and family 
took charge of the good things. The pas- 
tor feels himself very much encouraged, 
not only by this evidence of good will, 
but by the constant favors, which him- 
self and family receive from the members 
of his charge. 


CHRISTMAS OBSERVANCES, 


The Christmas season was generally 
observed in this city. The places of 
business were closed, and the streets 
wore the aspect usually incident to the 
day. The most of the churches were 
open in the morning for religious ser- 
vices, which were more .or less fully 
attended. Many of the churches were 
largely and handsomely decorated. 
The afternoon and evening were most 
generally occupied by Sunday-Schools, 
in extending the festivities of the season 
to teachers and scholars. Some of them, 
not finding it convenient, to hold these 
festivities on Friday, appropriated Sa- 
turday evening, and in some cases, Mon- 
day evening to this purpose. The oc- 
casion passed off very pleasantly, and 
has left, it is believed, salutary impres- 
sions. 

We attended services in the morning 
at Christ Reformed Church on Green St., 
of which the Rev. J. H. Dubbsis pastor. 
The church was beautifully decorated, 
and the services were highly appro- 
priate and impressive. In the even- 
ing an interesting service was held with 
the Sunday-School, at which appro- 
priate addresses were delivered by Ex- 
Governor Pollock and others. 

Services were also held in the other 
Reformed churches in the city, the Sa- 
crament of the Lord’s Supper being 
administered in connection with those 
held in Emanuel’s Reformed church, 
of which the Rev. Jacob Dahlman is 
pastor, The Heidelberg Reformed 
chapel is represented as having been 
most handsomely decorated. In addi- 
tion to the services on Christmas day, 
which closed with a musical concert in 
the evening, services were held on 
Christmas eve, at which an appropriate 
dialogue was held by the children, of 
whom about two hundred were present, 


who also received the usual gifis of the 
season. At the close of the services, a 


a — 


number of presents were made to teach- 
ers and friends. ‘The pastor, the Rev. 
W. C. Hendrickson, was the recipient 
of a beautiful wrapper and other gifts. 
Mrs. Hendrickson, the wife of the pas- 
tor, also shared in the compliments of 
the season. 

On Saturday evening, we attended 
the Christmas services of the Excelsior 
Reformed Sunday-school. This is a 
recent enterprize started within the last 
year, under the superintendence of 
Elder J. David Miller, in a hall on 
Wharton Street, above Seventh. Wery 
encouraging success has thus far at-— 
tended it. The Christmas festival was 
fully attended, though the weather was 
somewhat inclement. An appropriate 
Christmas service was engaged in by 
the teachers and scholars, and the usual 
gifts presented to them. Brief addresses 
were delivered by the Rev. J. H. Dubbs, 
Mr. A. Kaub, superintendent of the 
Sunday-school of the Reformed Church 
on Race Street, and the writer. The 
occasion was one of considerable inter- 
est, and passed off pleasantly to, all 


present. 
ee eens Ce de 


LEBANON CLASSIS. 


This Classis held a special meeting 
in Reading, Pa., on the 15th of Decem- 
ber. Business of considerable im- 
portance was transacted. In the ab- 
sence of a report from an official quar- 
ter, we prepare the following from an- 
account of the proceedings published in 
the Reading “ Gazette.” 

The sessions commenced in the morn- 
ing, and were continued through the 
afternoon and evening, and the morn- 
ing of the next day. They were largely 
attended. 

Rev. E. D. Miller, of Tuscarawas 
Classis, Ohio, was received as a mem- 
ber. A congregation recently organ- 
ized at Shenandoah City, Schuylkill 
County, was taken under the care and 
jurisdiction of the Classis, after the 
necessary documents had been read. 
The call from this eongregation, and 
that at Ringtown, to Mr. Miller, was 
confirmed, and a committee appointed 
to install him as pastor. 

A committee was appointed to effect 
a settlement between the Minersville 
congregation and their former pas- 
tor, and to aid them in securing an- 
other pastor. 

Rev. W. F. P. Davis was directed 
to prepare the way for a division of 
his charge next Spring, with a view 
to the settlement of an additional 
pastcr. 

Rev. Herman Bokum was dis- 
missed to the German Philadelphia 
Classis. 

The subject of Beneficiary Educa- 
tion received considerable attention. 
The experience of this Classis in the 
way of practical results has been simi- 
lar to that of some other Classes. 
Young men have been aided for several 
years in procuring an education, with 
the express understanding, that they 
would enter the ministry in the Re- 
formed Church, and yet have, in some 
instances, abandoned their aspirations 
to the ministry after graduating in 
College, or entered the ministry in 
other denominations. Such a course is 
highly reprehensible, and is discourag- 
ing to the friends cf beneficiary educa- 


To guard, as far as possible, 
_, «inst this great wrong in future, the 
Classis will require bonds from each 
beneficiary, looking to the enforcement 
of the faithful observance of bis part 
of the contract. Provjsion was made 
by the Classis for the support of four 
beneficiaries. It allows each beneficiary 
$200. per ya: during their classical 
and theological course. 

The subject of Reading Missions 
secupied the principal attention of 
Classis. It was thoroughly discussed. 
A number of the members took part 
in the discussion. These missions are 
several in number and quite promising. 
3ix hundred dollars towards their sup- 
port were pledged by the charges repre- 
sented in the meeting, and the Clerk 
was requested to obtain additional 
oledges from the charges not represented 
n the meeting. 

During the afternoon session, the mem- 
ders of Classis visited the Parochial 
school connected with Christ church, 

. ad witnessed some of the exercises of 
he pupils. They were much pleased 

‘with the management and progress of 
he school. 


UR GOUNTRY—HER STRENGTH 
AND HER WEAKNESS. 


The Rev. John A. Peters, Pastor of 

e Reformed Church at Alexandria, 
Pa., preached a sermon on the above 

subject in the Presbyterian church of 
that place on Thankgiving day. It has 
heen published in the “ Huntingdon 
Monitor,” and well deserves the impor- 
tance which has thus been attached to 
it. It is a production of much ability 
end force, such as was to be expected 
rom its author. It would occupy too 
bch space to transfer it to our col- 

3, and hence we must content our- 
selves with making a few extracts, ac. 
sompanied with a brief outline of the 

ontents of the discourse. 

The sermon is based on the text in 

roverbs xiv. 34: “Righteousness ex- 
‘giteth a nation, but sin is a reproach 
to any people,” and the theme dis- 
cussed, as gathered from it, that which 
is given in the caption of this article. 
The strength of the nation, as af- 
firmed in the text, consists in “ right- 
eousness.” THe “righteousness” of 
Solomon and * Christianity ” are con- 
Nextible terms. It is Christian rigbt- 
‘gousness that exalteth a nation. In 
Other words, it is Christianity alone 

at forms the true element of strength 

our national life. This position the 
peaker elaborates at length with great 
are The presence of such righteous- 
ness does not require a union of Church 
and State. Such a notion he earnestly 
ripudiates. Such an alliance would 
srye to push out righteousness from 
the State, rather than to promote and 
Cnserve it within its bosom. 

“ What then, methinks I hear some 
ou ask,” says the speaker, “who im- 
azines that there is no alternative for 
Christianity in this country than these 
Notions which I have just repudiated — 
What then would you have? I would 
haye Christianity the reigning element of 

Or national life. I would'have the 
ballot box baptized in the name of 
Jews, and every Christian yoter go . 
the polis from bis closet of prayer to 
Vote directly oF indirectly fir the 
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eause of Christ. I would have both 
our law-makers and our lJaw-executors 
Christian men—to make laws and to 
administer laws so as to hasten the 
coming of that day, predicted in the 
Book of books, when Jesus Christ shall 
reign king of nations as He now reigns 
king of saints. As the worthiest ermine 
of our Judiciary, I would have the robe 
of Christian justice and Christian right- 
eousness. I would have our national 
Constitution, the magoa charta of our 
liberties, recognize the name of Jesus 
as “the only begotten of the Father, 
full of grace and truth.” I would 
have our common schools and our 
higher institutions of learning imbued 
with more of the spirit of Christ, with- 
out which all knowledge is but soun- 
ding brass and a tinkling cymbal, in 
order that they may indeed become 
fountains, from which may issue streams 
to make glad the city and the heritage 
of our God. In fine, I would have 
Christianity to be the bone and sinew 
in our national organizations; and the 
whole land pervaded with the light 
and the truth which stream from 
the hallowed cross of the Redeem- 
er of men. 


Ts this asking too much for Christ? 
Why, our whole history, as a nation, 
stands pledged to fu!fil this mission for 
Christianity among us. Was it nota 
Christian nation that discovered Ame- 
rica? When Christopher Columbus, 
the great Genoese, took possession of 
this Western land in the name of Cas- 
tile and Leon, did he not rear the 
standard of the Cross as soon as his 
feet touched our shores? Was not our 
land peopled during our colonial his- 
tory by those who fled from persecution 
at home to this asylum, where they 
could worship their God in peace? 
Let the story of the Mayflower and 
Plymouth rock, of the Huguenots of 
France, of those who fled from Switzer- 
land, from Germany, and the Nether- 
lands to people Pennsylvania, New 
York and New Jersey; of those who 
colonized Maryland, Virginia and the 
Carolinas; let the story of all these, 
as well as of many a weary immigrant, 
since those early days, who has reared 
his peaceful Christian altar in our 
Western wilds, tell the tale. 


And so also in every war through 
which we have passed—from the Revo- 
lution to our late civil contest—has 
not the heart of the people always felt, 
that next to the cause of the country, 
the cause of God was at stake? Look 
at those dark days of ’76—days which 
are said “to have tried men’s souls,” 
—was not the watchword of those 
Christian patriots who gained our 
liberties, “God and our country?” 
And all along in our civil history, in 
the decision of every momentous ques- 
tion of political policy, may we not 
discern the finger of that God, who 
rules in the history of the world, guid- 
ing and controlling all things, either 
directly or remotely, in the interest of 
the Kingdom of His Son? 

No; it is not asking too much, to 
claim that Christianity shall be the 
ruling spirit in our national life. This 
has been promised and vouchsafed to 
us by our history from the very beginn- 
ing. We see, then, what has been in 
the past, what is to-day, and what must 
ever be, if we are to fulfill our mission 


aga nation, the true element of strength 
in our national life.. It is not in our 
widely extended territory, stretching 
from ocean to ocean and from almost 
the Frigid to the Torrid zone; it is not 
in the unbounded fertility of our soil, 
which makes us the granary for nearly 
the whole world; it is not in the atill 
unfathomed mines of our mineral 
wealth; itis not in our boasted pro- 
gress in civilization, in art or in science 
—our telegraphs, our railroads and our 
ocean steamers; it is not in our stand- 
ing army and navy, nor in our boasted 
free institutions, which are the envy of 
other nations.—It is in none of these, 
believe me, brethren, in which our true 
strength as a nation lies, but in what- 
ever there is among us of the life and 
the spirit of Jesus Christ.” 

After having dwelt at length upon 
the strength of our nation, he proceeds 
to point out its weakness. These he 
finds in four particulars, namely: in- 
temperance in the use of alcoholic 
drinks ; the prevailing tendency toward 
extreme individualism ; the disposition 
to disregard the binding authority of 
law upon the individual citizen; and 
the want of reverence among us as a 
nation for God and sacred things. 
These he successively unfolds some- 
what at length. [na regard to the first, 
after referring to its prevalance, and 
the desire in the minds of the intelli- 
gent and good for its extinction, as 
evinced in the general sympathy with 
the effurts made for securing this end, 
he pertinently asks: “But what is our 
only hope against this sin?” and then 
as pertinently answers: ‘‘ Brethren, the 
best temperance society of which I have 
ever heard is the Christian Church— 
the only saving antidote for intemper- 
ance of every kind is the Jife and spirit 
of Jesus Christ.” 

The tendency to individualism he 
finds manifesting itself in the three in- 
stitutions, which God has seen fit to 
establish among men for the welfare 
and education of society, namely: the 
Church, the State, and the Family. 
The presence of indiv:dualism in these 
several relations 1uos out into disinte- 
gration, which brings along with it, a 
terrible train of evils. The only true 
remedy for all this is the presence of 
Christianity, whose very purpose is, 
that “in the fullness of time, God may 
gather together in one, all things in 
Christ, both which are in heaven and 
which are on this earth.” © 


The two remaining particulars he 
handles in a similar forcible manner, 
and then closes the whole with the fol- 
lowing pertinent paragraph : 

“What exactly the mission of our 
country is, may perhaps be premature 
for us yet to determine. She is still too 
young among the nations of the earth 
for men to predict what God has in 
store for her. Judging from her past 
history, her: future will be glorious. 
But whatever her mission may be, of 
this let us be assured, that it can be ac- 
complished only as she acts upon the 
maxim, that Christian righteousness ig 
her strength and exaltation, while sin 
is her weakness and herreproach. And 
for you and me, our duty to ber at all 
times is the duty of the Christian citi- 
zen, in order that we may act our hum- 
ble part toward bringing in that day, 
in which it shall be declared from hea- 
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ven by the seventh Angel of the apoca- 
lypse: ‘The kingdoms of this world 
are become the kingdoms of our Lord 
and of his Christ.’” - 


> 


CHRISTMAS REJOICINGS. 


——— 


Christmas at Winchester, Va. 


Quite a pleasant time was had at 
the church at this place, of which the 
Rev, C. G. Fisher is pastor, during the 
Christmas holidays. Some account of 


what transpired has been furnished us, © 
ina private letter written by one who © 


was present, from which we make a few 
extracts, 

Preparations for the event were in 
progress some time previous, and the 
greatest anxieties were cherished in 
reference. to the success of the enter- 
prise. The little flock, who worship 
there, were on the tip-toe of expecta- 
tion, and would have been greatly dis- 
appointed had the enterprise proved a 
failure. More than their most ardent 
expectations, however, were realized. 

Everything, we are told, passed off 
very pleasantly. The church was 
crowded. Many were unable to get 
seats and had to go away; and all were 
so much pleased with the singing and 
other exercises, that there is a general 
demand for its repetition. The church 
looked beautiful, with its tasteful ever- 
green adornments. Upon the walls on 
each side of the pulpit was suspended a 
large cross, which shone in the light 
like gilt. In one of them, were the words 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good-will towards men,” 
and in the cther, “The Lord hath re- 
membered His covenant and sent salva- 
tion to His people.” In the back of 
the pulpit, was a monogram cross, form- 
ing the letters I. H.S., and over it 
glittered across in jets of gas, which 
had a very pretty effect. 

The singing was very fine. Several 
concert pieces were recited, and one or 
two action songs were given with spirit. 
The whole was concluded with Dr. 
Gans’ Christmas Dialogue, published 
in the ‘“ Messenger” a few weeks ago. 
The young lady who represented the 
grandmother, performed her part most 
admirably, and the whole was very 
amusing, as well as most touching. 
Every one present seemed to be delighted 
with it. . 

At the close of the performances, 
when the pastor was about to light up 
the Christmas tree, one of the members 
of the church stepped i, Se 
presented him with a number of ‘pack- 
ages in the name of the congregation. 
These contained valuable and most 
acceptable things for himself, his wife, 
his children, and the family altogether. 
It is unnecessary to particularize or 
describe them. None of the members 
of the family were forgotten. The 
whole was quite a pleasant surprise, 
Indeed, the members of the congrega- 
tion have, on several occasions, given 
their pastor marked expressions of their 
kind interest in him and his family, 

The impression made by the exercises 
of the occasion was 80 favorable, 
that an earnest and general request 
has been made for a repetition of them 
on New Year's night - It is possible also 
that the request may be granted. 


7 
a 


— 


_ eharge, preached toa large congrega- 


, mhaps, 


E ing t 


( 
10 


» 


REFORM. ED. CHUR CH Me ESSEN Gi. 


Oran: at t Schuylkill a Pa, fees and handsomest in the State, 

St. John’s. Reformed Church is, as| 88 tastefully decorated with ever- 
aie beautifully decorated with ever- | Stee”, interspersed with appropriate 
greens in honor of the birth of Him |™Oottoes. The massive columns were 
who is our undying Life. The grace- covered with laurel, from the top of 
ful festoons on the walls, the large gilt | Which were suspended sweeps of eyer- 
star on the ceiling above the chandelier, | 8°°°, whilst over the pulpit were in- 
the triple arch in the chancel, and the | S¢tbed the words : “ Prince of Peace.” 
evergreen cross back of eu pulpit, In the rear was a large star represent- 

combine to give the church a beautiful | the morning star, Large banners 

uppearance. were hung on each side of the altar. 

Serviees' were held on’ Christmas|99 the one on the right were the 
morning, at 6 o'clock. Rev. J. A. | Words: “For unto us a Son is born,” 
‘Shultz, supply of the Minersville | 224 on that on the left; “ For unto us 
aichild is given.” Before the pulpit 
was “The Christ-child.” At night, a 
beautiful jet star takes the place of the 
é Morning Star,” emblematic of the 
star, which guided the wise men from 
the East. 

On Christmas eve, the children of 
the Infant School, as has been their 
custom for some years past, held their 
usual service, and received their gifts 
from their teachers. The gifts, before 
distribution, were hung on two large 
trees erected within the altar. The 
exercises consisted of addresses and the 
chanting of Christmas carols prepared 
for the occasion. Only one thing seemed 
to mar somewhat the festivities of the 
oceasion, and that was, the absence of 
one, whose chief delight it always was 
to be present and participate in these 
festivities. Many were the prayers, 
which ascended to the Throne of Grace 
in her behalf. Though absent from 
them and employed in a new field of 
labor, yet is her remembrance kindly 
cherished by her former pupils and 
associates. May she and they so fulfil 
their mission on earth, that all may 
at last participate in the higher festivi- 
ties above ! 


tion.» After the services, the pastor of" 
the church was’ presented with a very 
valuable overcoat by the young ladies’ 
Bible Class... The presentation speech 
was made by Mr, J. Sherer, on behalf 
of the young ladies. The pastor highly 
appreciates this token of love. 
«Inthe evening the Sunday-School 
held its Christmas festival. The church 
soon became filled to such an extent, 
hat there was scarcely standing room 
about the doors. It was found neces- 
sary to admit, scholars within the 
chancel, and also the organ, organists, 
aad leaders of the singing. The pas- 
tor, might well feel, that he was sup- 
posted on all sides. 

The choir sang as an opening piece 
the Gloria from Mozart. A programme 
of Prophecies and Fulfilments’’ had 
been prepared by the pastor, and dif. 
ferent portions assigned to the classes, 
In; the, recitation of -these scriptural 
passages, the entire history of .our 
Saviour was set forth. 
a«oLhe, singing by the School. was 
excellent,, surpassing that of any pre- 
vious .,occasion; during the present 

pastorate. The scholars have been 
faithfully instructed, by Mr. D. Small 
for the. last thirteen years, to render a 
beautiful service of praise to God. 
At, the conclusion of .the services, 
the scholars, teachers, and. oflicers, 
numbering almost.300, were each pre- 
sented with a box of nuts. and fine 
candies, and all returned to their homes 
delighted. with the service, which God 
bad permitted them;to enjoy. 
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Christmas at Martinsburg, W. Va. 


The Christmas season was properly 
celebrated by the Reformed Church at 
this place. A full report of the fes- 
tivities has been published in the Mar- 
tinsburg “Daily Independent,” from 
which we cull the following : 

The little ones, though numerous, 
were quiet and orderly. The adorn- 
ments of the church were pretty and 
tasteful, though modest. Evergreens 
were festooned from the ceiling and 
extended to the walls on either side. 
Inscriptions in letters of evergreen 
were prominently displayed in different 
places, Over either of the windows, 
in Roman text, appeared one of the 
inscriptions: .“‘ Saviour,’ “ Redeemer,” 
“ Mediator,” “ Messiah.” On the wall 
immediately behind and above: the 
minister’s desk, in the form of a well- 
proportioned arch, in German text, was 
this very appropriate inscription, “The 
Lord our Righteousness,” below which 
in the recess of the arch, was a Roman 
Cross, made also. of evergreens, on 
either side of which and below was the 
word ‘“‘ Holy.” On either side of this 
again was suspended a pretty little 
banner of, snowy whiteness, bearing, in 
letters of gold, these inscriptions: 
“ Christ Child,” “ Prince of Peace.” 

Christmas trees, reaching almost to 
the ceiling, occupied places on either 
side of the altar, which were most 
beautiful. They were brilliantly illu- 
minated with hundreds of wax candles. 
The further adornments of the trees 
were in good trste, consisting of pretty 
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Christmas, at Bloomsburg, Pa. 

_ The Reformed Sunday-schoo! at this 
place held pleasant Christmas services 
on,, Christmas, evening. Rev. G.,.,B. 
Dechant addressed the school; gifts 
were, given to the scholars and teach- 
ers, Nery | unexpectedly to some, and 
gontaibutions were made to the Or- 
@ at Womelsdorf, amount- 

The four children of Mr. 
casi a far up iu the mountain, 
sent, in their usual Christmas contribu- 
tion. for, the. orphans, amounting to 
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erate at. Frederick, Md, 


“Christmas day has been celebrated 
for ‘years by this congregation with 
much spirit and earnestness. It was 
vot! forgotten on its recent return. In 
the’ morning, the pastor, the Rey. FE. 
R. Eshbach, preached from Luke -ii. 
13 and 14. The sermon was an excel- 
lent one, the first of the kind he has 
had the privilege of preaching to this 
people. It was well received by them, 
with whom he is very popular. 


The church, which is one the 


Fea ausey, int abamtands be sweet 
things. 

The neat and tasteful appearance of 
the pulpit and chancel deserve special | 0 
mention. A beautiful and delicate 
double bordering of ivy was handsome- 
ly arranged around the altar. On a 
stand immediately in front, was a large 
evergreen cross studded with natural 
lilies, grown by Mrs. Geo. P. Blessing. 
In front of this, in the centre of the 
balustrade, was a handsome marble 
urn, draped with ivy, and filled with 
beautiful leaves of various shades. 
Suspended on the east side of the 
church wa3 a large and finely illumi- 
nated star, symbolical of the “Star in 
the East.” The entire decoration of 
the church showed excellent taste, and 
was designed and carried out under 
the direction of Mr. F. D. Staley, 
Superintendent of the school, assisted 
by teachers and members of the church. 

The opening exercises were conduct- 
ed by the Rev. Mr. Shullenberger. 
The further exercises of the evening 
consisted of Scripture lessons, Prayer, 
Address, Distribution of Gifts, &., 
alternated by singing. The address 
was a practical, simple, though ap- 
propriate and forcible argument to the 
children. Those who gave the minister 
their attention, doubtless felt the weight 
and force of hs remarks, and went 
from the church to their homes pro- 
fited by the occasion. 

The music was of a very superior 
order. The rendition of the acu 
pieces, among which were “Gloria in 
Excelsis,” “ While Shepherds watched 
their flocks,’ “Christmas Carol,” was 
truly excellent. As the writer listened 
to those pretty songs made more beau- 
tiful by the sweet, soft, low, and truly 
musical expression given every note 
and chord by these hundred little 
voices, 28 he watched the bright eyes, 
the smiling, earnest little faces, he 
seemed to feel, that the enthusiasm of 
those little ones was becoming. conta- 
gious, and his heart swelled with pride 
for them. He thought, oh, what a 
wonder is this school, singing under 
a proper leadership ! 


ol 


Christmas at Arendtsville, Pa. 

The Reformed Sunday School of 
Arendtsville spent a very profitable and 
pleasant Christmas Eve. The church 
being owned jointly by the Reformed and 
Lutheran congregations, was decorated 
with evergreen by the members of both 
congregations. ‘The tree and mottoes 
were then prepared and arranged by the 
members of the Reformed congregation’ 
and Sunday School. 

The sides of the gallery were fes- 
tooned, while wreaths of green, orna- 
mented with artificial flowers, were sus- 
pended at intervals. On the entablature 
in the rear of the pulpit appeared a beau- 
tiful illuminated star—nature’s witness 
of the Advent of that “ Bright and 
Morning Star,’ whose light was to dispel 
the darkness which shrouded a fallen 
world. A central arch spanned the pul- 
pit, in which were suspended the words, 
“Glory to God,’—and on either side of 
this arch was a smaller arch, the one on 
the right enclosing the words, “ Peace 
on Harth,”’ and that on the left, “ Good 
Will to Men,’’ representing the annun- 
ciation to the shepherds of the birth of 
the Infan' These letters wer 
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‘| likewise iltemisaten: jamie the re 
between the star and the proclam 
the former being the light and substance 

of the latter. So Christ is the Life an 
Light of the proclamation and ministra 
tions of the Gospel; not leaving it as @ 
dead letter, but making it a living 
power, 

The tree was symmetrical, and no 
lavishly, but neatly and tastefully deco 
rated. Besides the cornucopias contair 
ing the gifts of the children, with whic 
it was laden, it was also made the mediua§ 
of conveying a few private gifts from 
friends to friends. When lighted, 
made a very fine appearance. The eye 
of the little folks danced with joy. 
was the first tree of the kind they had 
yet seen. 

The services were commenced by the 
choir singing the prophecy of the world’s 
Christmas-tide in the hymn— 


“Watchman! tell us of the night!’ 


Then, followed the invocation, “ Gloxi 
in Excelsis,” the reading of the Gos 
and Epistle lessons, and the proper Col 
lect and Festival prayer, with more sing 
ing of the grand old Christiaas hymns 
The pastor in a brief address set forth 
the nature of the event as signified by 
the star, the inscriptions and the tree, 4 
when, after the singing of ‘Joy to the 
world, the Lord is come,” the tree w 
lighted up, and all eyes were turned t 
wards it. But seeing is not handling 
and tasting the good things, and so th 
tree was quickly stripped of its wealth 
which was distributed to teachers an 
scholars. The pastor and his family 
were not forgotten, and he ina fewa 
propriate words expressed his gratitud 
for the many substantial tokens of regar: 
he has received from the people of th 
charge. 

The 1 padi atten and services wer 
all strictly in keeping with thebi 
event they were designed to commemo A. 
rate. A bare, tasteless service, on t 
one hand, and, on the other, extravagance 
and parade, were phi “ Mittle 
Mass ist die beste Strasse.’ 


This Sunday School was oaaeed 
four months ago, with sixty scholars, and 
it now numbers upwards of one hundred 
and twenty teachers and scholars. The 
congregation has been at considerabie 
expense in furnishing a library of a 
works, a semi-monthly paper, “ Th 
Child’s Treasury,” and text-books base 
upon the old order of the Churcti 
and the distinctive doctrines of the Re- 
formed Church; but it cheerfully me 
all these requirements, and, when the 
Christmas season drew nigh, it was will- 
ing to contribute towards the proper capil 
lebration of the nativity of our blesse 
Lord, 
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May the processes of sowing an 
growth so auspiciously begun be conti 
nued to future generations, until a 
come to surround the Tree of Life# 
heaven, and join in the everlasting son 

j 
of the Redgemer of all ages. Hosanna 
Glory to God in the Highest ! H. 
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Christmas at St. Mark's, Easton, Pa, 
The church was tastefully decora § 


for the festive occasion. Festoone 
wreaths, mottoes, a star, two la: i 
Christmas trees, with such things 
and around them, gifts and ornamenty 


ag aré appropriate for ihe festival, w 
to he seen. A ful) Christmas sery 
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was held at 9 A. M., right well attended. 
Ati P. Mia Sunday-School Christmas 
service was held. Appropriate Christ- 
mas carols were sung, together with a 
full Christmas service, including the 
Creed, Gloria in Excelsis, reading of a 
seenwen for the day, Gloria Patri, 
Lord’s Prayer, catechism of Infant and 
Main school, remarks by the pastor, 
alms for the Orphans, distribution of 
gifts to the children (three hundred 
packages were distributed to as many 
children), chanting of the Te Deum 
All were happy. All celebrated the 
holy Christmas time. The pastor also 
received his gift, for which thanks were 
returned, 
Oo Sunday after Christmas, the 
Holy Communion was celebrated. 
Preparatory service in the morning, 
largely attended; Communion at 3 
gi iy 
This plan, namely, holding prepara- 
tory services on Sunday morning, and 
Communion at some hour in the after- 
noon—before night—seems to us to be 
best for. towns and cities, where the 
congregation is not scattered too much. 
To hold Preparatory service on Satur- 
day evening, or afternoon, is in the 
nature of the case a partial failure. 
To hold it on the Sunday previous, 
seems too long beforehand. Prepara- 
tory and Communion services ought to 
be held near together. Preparatory 
services held on Sunday morning, afford 
opportunity for as many as desire to do 
so, to attend. But to hold the Com- 
munion in the evening again, meets 
with objections, because some, on ac- 
count of age or other infirmity, cannot 
so readily attend in the evening. 
Others again, on account of small chil- 
dren, can arrange to leave them awhile 
in the afternoon, but could not do so 
except at great inconvenience and risk 
in the evening. We like our plan best. 
We think, having tried all the different 
ways, this meets the wishes of the 
largest number, and answers the ex- 
cuses of others best, from absenting 
themselves from these services. 
St. Mark’s is making progress. 
Reporter. 
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For the Reformed Church Mossenger. 


DEDICATION AND OTHER 
FESTIVITIES. 


Having for some weeks looked in 
vain for communications, which breth- 
ern promised to give in “ Our Church 
Paper,” and “ The Hausfreund” in re- 
gard to our Festivities at St. John’s 
church, Snyder Co., Pa., Lat last take 
wy pen in hand to say a few things in 
addition to what Brother Haas com- 
municated some time ago in the col- 
umns of the “ Messenger.” 

Our catechetical re-union, held on 
Oct. 9th, was indeed a success. The 
addresses delivered by the good breth- 
ern—Rev. A. B. Caspar; Rev. C. 8. 
Gerhart; and Rev. W. A. Haas, were 
worthy of the happy occasion. An 
historical sketch, prepared und read Hy 
Pastor E. relating to his seven years’ 
extensive catechetical work in the 
Beaver Springs’ charge, was interesting 
and well reccived, especially by the 

many catechumens present. Cateche- 
tical re-unions, hereafter are a fixed 
fact in this field. 

Another fine fcature of this happy 
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REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER. 


occasion was the affectionate and tan- 
gible expression of good will on the 
part of friends and catechumens of 
Pastor E. in the shape of the silver 


gifts spoken of by Brother H. In rela- |, 


tion to this matter [will only add— 
“ God bless the kind donors with all 
needed blessings; especially heavenly 
blessings!” 

On Saturday, Oct. 10th, the Sun- 
day School Festival of this congrega- 
tion was held. Several Sunday Schools 
of the neighborhood were present in a 
body, whilst large delegations from 
others attended. All of the vast con- 
course assembled, seemed to enjoy 
themselves to the full: . The addresses 
made by the Rev. A. B. Caspar; U. 
H. Heilman, H. H. Browning ; Prof. 
W. Moyer, and others, were all inter- 
esting and stirring. They were well 
received. Time will not permit me to 
speak in detail of these earnest address- 
es, and other services. 


The good Lady friends of the Sun- 
day School cause in our midst ‘too 
did ample justice to the culinary de- 
partment. The finest edibles of the 
season graced the many tables erected 
in the grove at the old St. John Church. 
All received their full, and an abun- 
dant overplus had to be carried back 
to the happy homes of our good fami- 
lies. I just happened to be at the 
house of one of these good folks, when 
the team returned with an abundant 
surplus of good things, and when un- 
loading, the good old father of the 
hottse remarked to a grandson, “ Gel 
des macht fiel druvel?”: when his 
grandson answered: “Ja; awer’s 
macht a viel Freude.” 


On Sunday, Oct. the 11th, the Lec- 
ture Room of the new Union St. John 
Church, was solemnly dedicated to the 
service and worship of the Triune God. 
The attendance on this day was vast. 
Not one-third could find access to the 
basement. The sermon in the morn- 
ing, by the Rev. A.B. Caspar, German, 


and the Rev. U. H. Heilman, English, 


Both were very instructive, and truly 
edifying, especially the latter. I would 
like to speak of this in detail, but 
neither time nor space will permit. 


The crowd in the afternoon was not 
as large. At this service, the Senior 
Pastor in charge, stated, that the eon- 
gregation needed yet about $900 to 
finish their beautiful church edifice, 
which, he said must be raised before 
the dedication of any part of the sacred 
building could be proceeded with.— 
Earnest efforts these hard times. were 
required to secure this amount. We 
felt, that it must come, and by the 
grace of God it didcome. The Lec- 
ture Rocm was then solemuly dedica- 
ted to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
by the two Pastors in charge. The 
congregation, then with happy hearts, 
after enjoying three Festivals, in so 
many consecutive days, went back to 
their homes, resolved too, if possible to 
finish the church in time for dedica- 
tion in fullon the coming. Christmas 
Day. Butin this we were made to 
fail, by the too late arrival of our fur- 
naces to heat our sacred building, and 
finish the plastering. We consequent- 
ly postponed our dedication until next 
Spring. 

Indeed the good Lord is still with 
this old and well tried congregation.— 


We have witnessed many of His 
Divine favors to this people, for which 
we feel devoutly thankful. May we 
ever glory in His presence. K. 
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COLLEGE TIMES. 


It seems that, notwithstanding the 
pressure of the times is pushing out of 
existence quite a large number of pa- 
pers, some are still rising up to take 
their place. Our friends of Heidel- 
berg College at Tiffin, Ohio, at least, 
are not scared at the hardness of the 
times. Following in the wake of a 
number of other literary institutions in 
our country, they have entered upon 
the enterprize of publishing a monthly 
shect ia the interest of their institution. 
We have before us a copy of the first 
number, dated January, 1875. 

The character of the matter it con- 
tains is such as is usually found in 
such a publication. It is quite read- 
able and furnishes considerable variety. 
An “improvement. ia the mechanical 
execution, especially in the matter of 
press-work, would help much to com- 
mend it to favor. The price of the 
paper is $1 per year. 


CHURCH ITEMS, 


First Reformed Church, Philadel- 
phia.—The “Press” of this city, con- 
tains the following notice of a surprise 
visit. to the pastor of the above church: 

“One of those agreeable events, which 
make the relations between a pastor and 
his people so pleasant came off on Mon- 
day evening, December 11, at the house 
of Rev. E. H. Nevin, D. D., 719 Mar- 
shall street. The thoughtful and gene- 
rous-hearted people of the First Re- 
formed Church, Race street, of which 
Dr. Nevin is pastor, assembled in foree 
and: ealled at his residence in a body, 
taking the Doctor and his wife completely 
by surprise. The party also gained se- 
eret possession of the side entrance, 
through which were conveyed to. the 
dining-room abundant materials for the 
refreshment of the company, in addition 
to a large number of gifts—tributes of 
the love of a kind and devoted people to 
their pastor. After a time of pleasant 
social intercourse, Dr, Nevin and’ lady,, 
together with the large assembled. com- 
pany, were invited to the dining-room, 
where all was surprise to the. recipients. 
A brilliant and bountiful table was spread} 
and the side tables were filled with gifts 
both beautiful and. useful. 
refreshments ‘were discussed, Ji K. Fol- 
well, Hsq., on behalf of the assembly, 
presented Dr. Nevin with a handsome 
sum of money, ina peculiarly felicitous 
address, which was feelingly responded 
to by the recipient. After an evening 
of rare enjoyment, and the expression of 
good feeling, the company. dispersed. 


The occasion was one which will long be’ 


remembered by all who participated in it. 


Riegelsville, Penna.—The Reformed 


Church in this place was tastefully deco- | 


rated for the Christmas Festival of 1874, 


A large tree, well loaded with good things, 


was lighted on Christmas eve, when the 


pastor, the Rev. L. R. Gerhart, made an 


appropriate address. The Sunday-school 
engaged ina few appropriate exercises, 
and the scholars of the school received 
presen(s of candy in stockings, cornuco- 


neal 


Rev. QO. L. Ashenfelter. 
casion was one of much interest, and will, 
it is hoped, result in much good, 


Before. the |, 


| To inherit heaven for earthly sadness?) * 
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pias, We. 


A goodly number of people 
were present. 


Mechanicsburg, Pa.—-Services were held 
during the entire week of Christmas in 
St. Paul’s church, of this place, of which 
the Rev. W. R. H. Deatrick is pastor. 
A morning service was held at 5 o’clock. 
The communion .of the Lord’s» Supper 


was administered on the folowing Sunday 


morning. 


The pastor was assisted: by the 
The whole oc- 


Sellersville; Pa.—The' Lord’s Supper 


was celebrated in St. Andrew’s Reform- 
ed'‘éhurch of this charge, of which 
Rev. J. G. Dengler is pastor, on the — 
20th December. 
addéd’'to the church by confirmation, — 
one by adult baptism, two by certificate. 


“Twelve persons were — 


Womelsdorf, Pa, —The sacrament of, 


the Lord’s Supper was administered on 
Christmas, at Mt. Etna congregation of 
the above charge, of which the, Rev. 
G. Wolff, D. D., is pastor. Preparatory 
services and Gothiretation were held,on..., 
the Wednesday. previous. | 
sons were added to the church by 
confirmation. 


Lwelve per- 
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TRIBUTE OF RESPECT, 


Mr. Eprror. Please allow one, ree. . 


though now liying in, this distant, sec- 
tion of the country, some years ago sat. 
under the teachings of the present pas- 
tor of the First. Church at Reading, 
Pa., to express his earnest sympathy 
éith him in his late deep affliction, 
through your columns in the use of 
the following lines, selected for that 
purpose : a | 


M. B. F. 
Gallatin, Mo, Dec. 8th, 1874. 


COMFORT IN AFFLICTION ! 


Ob! Thou who driest the mourners’ tear, 


How dark this world would be, 


If, when deceived and wounded’ here, 


We could not fly to Thee! 


The friends, who in our sunshine ‘live, 


When winter comes are flown ; 


And he who has but tears to give 


Must weep those tears alone. 


But Thou wilt heal that broken heart, 


Which, like the plants that throw -) .4.~ 


Their fragrance from the wounded part, . 


Breathes sweetness out of woe. 


When joy no longer soothes or cheers, 


And even the hope that threw 


A moment’s sparkle o’er our tears, 


Is pienoa and vanished too.— 


Oh! ah could bear life’s stormy doom, 
Did not thy wings of love 
Come brightly wafting through the glocm 
Our peace-branch from te } 
7 
Then sorrow Meroe Thee grows. bright, . 
With more than rapture’s ray ; 4g 
As darkness shows us worlds of light, 
We never saw by day. 


BLESSED ARE THE DEAD! 


0, how blest. are ye, whose toils are Patni Y ' 
Who, through death, have unto God ascended! Re 
Ye have arisen nye 
From the cares, which keep) us’ still in prison. 


q f pra’ 
We are still as in a dungeon, eh ery 
Still oppressed with sorrow and misgiving; ROR ie 
‘Our undertakings! weon 


Are but toils and arerbler and ' Arbre iT9 


Christ npg wiped away your ‘teats forever ; Me 
Ye have'that for which we still entleaver, & todti» 
To youarechanted = | a suoitey 


Songs which yet no mortal ear ate hawsiteds: on} 


Ah ! who would not, then, ‘depart with: aladness * 
lag 
Who here would languish 198 


Longer in bewailing ond in anguish ? 
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ful Come, 0 Christ, and loose the chains that 
Se Lead us forth and cast this world behind us! 


‘ 
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bind us! 


With Thee, the anointed, 
_ Finds the Soul its joy and rest appointed, 
Ot <a 


EARLY PRINTERS IN PENNSYL- 


It has occurred to us, that a brief 
Sketch of early printers and printing in 
Pennsylvania might serve as a. guide 
to those of our friends, who have kindly 
volunteered to collect books for the 
Library of our Historical Society. Of 
course, there are many books, which we 
need far more than those which we 
can enumerate in this connection; but 
inasmuch as books printed in Pennsyl- 
vania before the Revolution are grow- 
ing scarce, it is very desirable, that we 
should collect as many of them as possi- 
ble before it becomes too late. The 
bibliography of that period has been 
greatly neglected, and, it would be a 
highly creditable work, if we could 
form a collection that would properly 
illustrate the literary achievments of 
our ancestors. 
The first printer in Pennsylvania was 


WILLIAM BRADFORD. 
He was a native of England, and is sup- 
posed to have come over in the same 
ship with William Penn. The earliest 
issue of his press is an Almanac for the 
year 1686. Having got into difficulties 
with the Quakers, Bradford, in 1693, 
removed to New York, where he was 
for many years actively engaged as a 
printer and publisher. The only pub- 
 lications bearing his imprint, printed 
at Philadelphia, are almanacs and reli- 
gious pamphlets. 
Bradford's successor in Philadelphia 
was 
REINIER JANSEN. ' 
Very little is known of him. In 1699 
he published a small book entitled, 
“God’s Protecting Providence,’ con- 
taining a number of interesting stories 
concerning wonderful deliverances in 
time of danger. It is one of the very 
rarest American books. 


ANDREW BRADFORD, 
a son of William, about the year 1712, 
* returned to Philadelphia, and from 
that date to 1723 was the only printer 
in the colony. In December 1719 he 
printed the first newspaper published 
in Pennsylvania. He also printed law 
books and other smaller publications. 
Several others of 
family subsequently published books 
in Philadelphia, All their publica- 
tions are scarce, though, of course, in 
different degrees. 


SAMUEL KEIMER 
commenced printing in 17238. He was 
something of an author, and published 
several pamphlets composed by him- 
self. Benjamin Franklin served with 
him some time as a journeyman prin- 
ter. About 1729 he removed to Bar- 


‘™, badoes. 
4 ig BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 
_ It is not necessary that we should give 


an account of the history and achieve- 
ments of this distinguished man. It is 
enough to say, in this connection, that 
he published a great number of books, 
either alone, or in connection with 
various partners. All books bearing 
the imprint of B. Franklin, Meredith 
and Franklin, Franklin and Hall, or 
Franklin and Boehm, are worthy of 
preservation. 


the Bradford 
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Other early printers in Philadelphia 
were Isaiah Warner, Joseph Crellius, 
Gotthagt Armbruster, Anthony Arm- 
bruster, Andrew Steuart, William Dun- 
lap, Henry Miller, and Steyner and 


Cist. In 1782 Robert Aitken published. 


an English Bible, which has become 
exceedingly rare. Early printers in 
Laneaster, Pa., were Lahn, Albright 
and Stumer, Francis Bailey, and others. 
Of course, we would be pleased to have 
in our library some specimens of their 
work. 


CHRISTOPHER SAUER, OR SOWER 


established a press in Germantown in 
1735. In 1745 he printed a German 
Bible, which was regarded as a won- 
derful achievement. It is said that he 
made his own paper, cast his own type, 
manufactured his own ink and did his 
own binding. About 1744 he resigned 
his press to his son, who bore precisely 
the same name. Under his manage- 
ment his publishing house grew to be by 
far the most extensive in America. 
He issued several editions of the Bible. 
One of these, printed in 1776, was in 
part seized by the British army and 
used for making cartridges. It is con- 
sequently very rare, and is known as 
the “ Cartridge Bible.” 

The Sowers printed about two-hun- 
dred different books, mostly in the Ger- 
man language. Some of their descen- 
dants are still engaged in book publish- 
ing, in this city. eana ; 


THE EPHRATA PUBLICATIONS 
are, in some respects, the most curious 
books ever issued in this country. 
They were printed at Ephrata, Lan- 
caster county, by the members of the 
remarkable monastic order of Seventh- 
Day Baptists, established by Conrad 
Beissel about the year 1788. The 
most prominent man in the brother- 
hood was John Peter Miller, who was 
once a Reformed Minister, and whose 
life may be found in Harbaugh’s 
“Lives of the Fathers.” 

The writer has in his possession a 


‘list of the titles of twenty-three different 


books published at Ephrata, but there 
are probably others which have not 
come under his notice. With one 
exception, they are all in the German 
language. The most important are 
“Der blutige Schauplatz,’ a Baptist 
martyrology, an immense folio published 
in 1748; and the “Chronicon Ephra- 
tense,” a history of the order. 

It ought to be comparatively easy, 
in Lancaster county, to collect a com- 
plete series of the issues of the Ephrata 
press, a task which, we believe, has 
never yet been accomplished. Such a 
complete series would attract the atten. 
tion of book-lovers all over the coun- 
try, and in every book on American 
Typography or Bibliography that 
might hereafter be published, there 
would be a complimentary reference to 
the library that contained it. 

We hope the friends of our Histori- 
cal Society will make an effort to 
secure for its library a copy of every 
rare book that may come under their 
notice. Especially let us have, by all 
means, a copy of every book and pam- 
phlet ever composed or translated by a 
minister or member of the Reformed 
Church in this country. Send your 
contributions to the librarian, Rey. 
Theodore Appel, D. D., Lancaster, Pa., 
who will duly acknowledge their re- 


ceipt, and assign them their appro- 


priate place among the collections of Rey. J. Ha 


the Society. D. 
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For the Reformed Church Messenger. 


CHRISTMAS AT GREENSBURG PA, 


Christmas was better observed in our 
town than ever before. . Nearly all the 
churches had some sort of service or 
Christmas tree, and a treat for their 
Sunday Schools. In the 2nd Reformed 
church we had a happy time. The 
church was beautifully decorated for 
the occasion. Besides the festooning 
around the church, we had an arch 
over the pulpit with mottoes as follows: 
above the centre; Goop Trpincs; on 
left support, JESUS IS BORN TO-DAY ; 
on right, THE WORD WAS MADE FLESH ; 
on arch proper, GLory BE TO GOD oN 
HIGH; on wall back of pulpit, a large 
white cross edged with evergreen. On 
left arm the word Fairs, right, Hore, 
down beam, Charity; and in a circle 
above, WE GLORY IN THE CROSS. 

On the right of pulpit we had a moss 
and evergreen representation, of Beth- 
lehem, the stable (or grotto), the babe 
in the manger the adoration of the wise 
mer, the shepherds watching their 
flocks by night, &e. &c., gotten up by 
Silas Kline, Esq. This was a scene of 
much artistic beauty in which all took 
a great interest. On the left of pulpit 
we had a Christmas Tree loaded with 
ornaments and gifts, all of which were 
intended to teach some special truth. 

We also had singing, responsive 
reading, prayer, the gospel history of 
Christ’s birih brought out by the 
scholars in scripture recitations, a brief 
explanation of the Christmas tree and 
decorations, giving of rewards for 
committing the Catechism, and _ for 
bringing new scholars into the school, 
and a treat of candy, nuts, apples and 
cake for the children of both school and 
congregation. ‘The house was crowded, 
and all seemed to enjoy the Services. 
Our Sunday-school numbers nearly two 
hundred with teachers. I believe we 
have the largest school in town ; though 
several other congregations are much 
larger. 

On Christmas morning the pastor 
pr. ached toa large audience, and in 
the evening we had the church crowded 
with visitors from other Sunday Schools 
and congreg: tions all evening, to see our 
decorations, &c. We extemporized a 


choir and had some good music. Tie 
pastor and family were kindly remem- 
bered with a numter of handsome and 
useful gifts, privately and publicly. 
Pastor. 
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NOTICE, 


The session of the Theological Semi- 
nary will be resumed on Thursday, 
Jany. 7th, 1875, at 10 o’clock, A. M., 
in the chapel, when an -address before 
the Institution will be delivered by the 
Rev. Theo. Appel, D. D. 

i. V. GERHART, 
Pres. of Faculty. 


re re 


MERCERSBURG FEMALE 
SEMINARY, 


The Christmas vacation in this in- 
stitution closes on Monday, Jany. 4th, 
1875. The annual session continues 
till the first week in June. This In- 
stitution of Learning is quite well en- 
couraged, and is regarded by the 
friends of education as doing a good 
work, for the Chureh and community. 


| Philadelphia. 
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For Circulars address the Principal, 
ssler, Mercersburg, Pa. 
<> 


WANTED, 


A gentleman, who wishes to perfect 
his copies of the “Guardian” desires 
to obtain a copy of each of the numbers 
for November, 1862 and June, 1864. 
If the numbers cannot be furnished in- 
dependent of the volumes for 1862 and 
1864, he is willing to pay a reasonable 
price for them. Addrers, Ref. Church 
Pub. Board, 907 Arch St., Phila. 


THE GERMAN 


EASTERN SYNOD. 


The German Eastern Synod will he 
organized, according to the action In 
the Synod of the Reformed Church of 
the United States, on Tuesday, Janu- 
ary 12th, 1875, at 74 o'clock, a M., 
in the Reformed Salem’s Church, Fair- 
mount Avenue and Fourth 8t., Phila- 
delphia, Pa. All German ministers, 
and those whose charges are predomi- 
nantly German, and representatives of 
German congregations in the old mother 
Synod, the Pittsburg and Potomac 
Synod, are invited to attend the organi- 
zation of the German Synod in the 
East, in order to consult togetber with 
regard to the interests of the German 
portion of our Reformed Church East, 
and to bring about a closer bond of 
union among the scattered German 
congregations. To this end the follow- 
ing 

Railroad Arrangements for Synod 
have been effected : 

1. The Pennsylvania Railroad will 
issue excursion tickets upon an order 
from Rev. J. Dahlman, from any sta- 
tion on their main road and branches 
at the rate of two cents per mile. 
Pittsburg to Philadelphia and return, 
g15. 

2. The Philadelphia and Erie Rail- 
road and the Nortbern Central Rail- 
way will issue excursion tickets upon 
an order 3n the same manner and at 
the same rate as the Pennsylvania 
Railroad. 

3. The same arrangements as above 
has been made with tbe Philadelphia, 
Wilmington and Baltimore Railroad. 

Those passing over the above named 
roads will please apply at once, with 
stamped envelop enclosed for return 
letter, to Rev. Jacob Dahlman, 413 
North 38th Street, Philadelphia, Pa., 
for an order for an excursion ticket, 
naming the station at which they pur- 
pose getting on the cars. Excursion 
tickets can be purchased from the 9th 
to the 15th of January, good until the 
20th inclusive. 

The Philadelphia and Reading Rail- 
road and its branches will sell excur- 
sion tickets at all their principal sta- 
tions at two cents a mile, from January 
llth to the 13th, good until the 19ih 
inclusive. 

Ladies are also entitled to the above 
privileges, 

All who purpose attending the meet- 
ing of Synod are kindly requested to 
inform Rev. J. G. Wiehle, D. D., 403 
Fairmount Avenue, Philadelphia, Pa., 
by the 8th of January, 1875, and thus 
enable him to make all necessary 
arrangements in due time, 

OS 


ALMANACS FOR 1875, 


The Almanacs, both English and 
German editions, will besold at the fol- 
lowing prices : 


1 doz. copies, $ 70. 
50 copies, 2 75. 
100) 5 25 
144 “cc 7 tr 


When sent by mail, eight cents per 
dozen are to be added for postage. The 
charges for freight are to be paid by 
those, to whom they are sent by ex- 
press. A single copy sent by mail, 
on the receipt of ten cents. 

Address Rerormep Cuurcn Pus- 
LICATION Boarp, 907 Arch Street, 


——————== 
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ROSES ALL THE YEAR ROUND. 


It is comparatively easy to adorn 
each month of the year with some 
form of floral beauty, and in this way 
to girdle the season round with flowers 
enough and to spare. Still roses all 
the year round continue the exception 
rather than the rale. Only in gar- 
dens here and there is this feat of 
cultural skill attempted, and in com- 
paratively few is it actually accom- 
plished. Many succeed in making 
roses almost as common, and even 
more lovely, by contrast at least, in 
March thaa they arein June. But 
there is a dreary blank from Novem- 
ber to February in most gardens, 
hardly lighted up by one solitary 
rose-bud ; and how few can say, even 
in the highest ranks, “ My room has 
not been roseless for a dozen or more 
years,” Is it possible to have an 
unbroken succession of roses? No 
doubt itis; for what one has done 
others may accomplish. But what 
of the expense and appliances, num- 
ber and character of houses, plants, 
etc.,needed? Nothing to be alarmed 
at. Of course space, plants, and 
certain conveniences are reqnisite; 
and if one could command a rosary 
under glass, properly warmed, the 
supply of roses all the year round 
would be made easy. Bat, without 
that, and with a moderate supply of, 
say 50, or 100, or 200 plants in pots, 
the year may be wreathed round 
with roses. For the purpose of an 
uninterrupted supply no_ varieties 
are so useful as tea-roses ; and a few 
of superior varieties of noisettes on 
a back wall of a green-house, con- 
servatory, glass corridor, or case, are 
invaluable for producing fine flowers 
when they are most wanted.—The 
Garden. 
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PRESENT AND FUTURE, 


This earthly life is full of trial, A 
thousand outward circumstances com- 
bine to perplex and grieve, while in- 
wardly the man who resolves on 
right living finds elements of disor- 
der, weaknesses, and “wrong propen- 
sities, and a personal spiritual foe 
whose opposition is malignant, un- 
tiring, and powerful. We all know 
the heart-sighing which longs for es- 
cape from the strife; and David's is 
not the only tired spirit that has 
cried, “O, that I had wings like a 
dove! for then would I fly away and 
be at rest.” Heaven is the resting- 
place, and it is upward to its realm 
of peace the finger of our Saviour 
points, as He says, “Let not your 
beart be troubled.” But what degree 
of rest may we now have? How 
much of heaven may be enjoyed on 
earth? Let us not expect too much. 
Foes, thorns, roughness may be look- 
ed for to the last step of Jife’s path- 
way. Sorrows will wound, weakness, 
distress, and the great soul-hunger 
and thirst be in large measure un- 
satisfied, till we pass “ through the 
gate into the city.” And many a 
man’s craving for holiness and rest 
fails of satisfaction, because it em- 
braves too much. 

We shall never be right till we get 
to heaven! But what of the present ? 
Let us open the Bible and ask: Is 
a heaven on earth a poetic fancy, or 
an actual possibility ? Heaven is 
love. We may be filled with that 
on earth. “ Herein is our love made 
yerfect.”. Heaven is purity, and here 
the blessedness of “ the pure in heart”’ 
may be ours. Heaven is fellowship 
—communion with Deity. “ They 


shall see His face.” And the be- 
liever’s joy is now that “ truly is our 
fellowship is with the Father, and 
with His Son Jesus Christ.” Is 
heaven rest, and joy, and light? 
“We which have believed do enter 
into rest;’’ here we may “rejoice 
evermore,” and “walk in the light 
of the Lord.” To gather up all, 
will Christ be our heaven? Juther- 
ford would go through ten deaths 
and ten hells to reach him, he said ; 
M’Cheyne, that a smile of His was 
worth a thousand worlds ; and 
Charles Wesley, 

O could I catch a smile from Thee, 

And drop into eternity ! 

Blessed be God, we have Jesus 
now. To us, who believe, He is 
precious, not simply as having loved 
us and died for us, and opened the 
kingdom of heaven, but as here with 
us now, in our hearts, a living, lov- 
ing, personal Saviour. “I call the 
world’s Redeemer mine!”’ Thou- 
sands to day testify, that in the pos- 
session of Jesus, in His love, His 
presence, His fellowship, they an- 
ticipate on earth the happiness of 
heaven. 

Our life in Christ tends upward. 
“Set your affections on things above.” 
Here the shadows are lengthening, 
and the chill night creeps upon us 
as the sun sets; the day will soon be 
over! There the light is that of the 
morning, which. grows ‘into eternal 
day. No limit to the progress of 
heaven! More love, more eniarge- 
ment, more rest, more fellowship, 
more fullness of joy, pleasures forey- 
ermore! Shall we now rest satisfied 
without. the purity and love which 
will make us meet for the inheritance 
which remains? Shall we not go up 
and possess the goodly land which 
even here is provided for us? 


| Hlarried. 
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On the 24th of Dee., by the Rev. 
J. G. Dengler, in Sellersville, Mr. 
Henry Nonamaker, of Bridgetown, 
to Miss Hannah G. Heany, of 
Franconia, Montg., county, Pa. 

On Dee. 22d, 1874, by Rev. H. 
King, Mr. Conrad Lesh to Miss 
Mary F. Solb, both of Zion, Pa. 

On the 26th of December, by the 


Rey. J. G. Dengler, in Sellersville, | 


Mr. Reuben L. Gehman to Miss 
Mary L. Bergey, both of Franconia 
Township, Montgomery county, Pa, 

In Lancaster city, on Tuesday, 
the 22d inst., by the Rev. John G. 
Fritchey, Mr. Christian C. Ebersole, 
of Conoy township, to Miss Mary 
M. Ebersole, of West Donegal town- 
ship, all of Lancaster county, Pa. 

On the same day, near Mechanics- 
burg, Cumberland county, Pa., at 
the residence of the bride’s father, 
Joseph Eberly, Esq., by the Rey. 
John G. Fritchey, Mr. A. E. Sieber, 
of Thompsontown, Juniata Co., Pa., 
to Miss Mary E. Eberly, grand- 
daughter of the officiating clergy- 
man. 

At Marklesburg, Huntingdon, 
Co., Pa., by Rev. John H. Sykes, 
November 26th, 1874, Mr. John G. 
Vandevander to Miss Mary KE, 
Smith, both of McConnelstown, Pa. 

At Stonerstown, Bedford county, 
Pa., by the same, December 17th, 
1874, Mr. Joseph P. Renold to Miss 
Margaret Kensinger, both of Bed- 
ford county, Pa. 

At Carlisle, Pa., Dec. 22nd, 1874, 
by the Rev. O. L. Ashenfelter, Geo, 
Gutshall, Jr. to Miss Annie Weary. 


By thesame, Dec. 24th, T. McKim 
Smiley, of Williamsport, Pa., to 
Miss Minnie EK, R. second daughter 
of Frederick Cornman of Carlisle. 


By the same, Dec, 24th, Abraham 
Hach, of Silver Spring, to Miss Mag- 
gie Knob of Perry Co. 


On the 4th of Oct, 1874, by Rev. 
C. H. Reiter, at the Reformed parson- 
age in Aaronsburg, Pa., Mr. ‘Thomas 
I’, Gensel to Miss Emma Snyder, 
both of Centre County, Pa. 


On the 20th of Dec. by the same, 
at the same place, Mr. Jacob S. 
Meyer to Miss Susanna Bitner, both 
from the vincinity of Penn Hall, Pa. 


On the 24th of Dec. by the sane, 
at the same place, Mr. Howard 
Harkins to Miss Sarah Jane Snyder, 
both of Centre Hall, Centre Co. Pa. 


A) bilnaries, 


Diep, in Berkeley Springs, W. 
Va., December 11th, Mrs. Emma 
Elizabeth, beloved wife ef Charles 
H. Hodgson, and only child of 
Thomas P. and Laura M. Conn. 

Mav she rest in peace, in her 
youtkfilness and purity! Fair as 
the pale lilies that slept on her 
breast, the snowy camillas, or the 
white roses she held ia her hand she 
rested with her soft robes sround her, 
asleep, to our view, in her casket. 
Affection, still lingering round her, 
brought flowers, fresh flowers, as if 
to repeat, and repeat: “QO, fairer 
than flowers are you!” 


“ Oh, it is life! ¢eparted days 

Fling back their brightness while I gaze; 
’Tis Emma’s self—this brow so fair, 

Half curtained in this glossy hair ; 
Those eyes, the very home of love, 

The dark twin-arches traced above; 
Those red, sweet lips that almost speak 
The painted blush of this pure cheek ; 
The rose and lily, beauteous strife, 

It is—ah, no! ’tis all but life.”’ 


The esteem in which she was held 
by the people of the town in which 
she resided and other places, was 
shown by the many acts of thought- 
ful attention, which were far more 


‘eloquent than words could express. 


No sombre hearse bore her remains 
to their final resting place; friends 
would not have itso; they carried 
her fair casket, surmounted by its 
floral wealth of anchors, cross and 
crown, all reverently to the quiet 
village church, where, ’mid low or- 
gan notes and Christian rites, they 
sang her plaintive dirge. Singularly 
youthful and buoyant in spirit she 
was. The years, as they sped over 
her bright, young heart, could not 
make her grow older; she stayed the 
sunshine while the shadows glided 
by. 
The beautiful in life was to her 
lovely—she appreciated it in nature 
and in art with a cultivated and ex- 
quisite delicacy, while the sublime 
and the reverent thrilled deeply the 
chords of her being. 

Obliging and graceful to friends, 
generous and compassionate to the 
sorrowful wherever she found them, 
charitable and forgiving to all, she 
was, in these respects, an example 
well worthy of imitation. Beloved 
of many hearts, farewell ! 


I give thee joy, my darling ; 

I see beyond the river , 
Thy young life bathed in light ; 

And on me falls the radiance 
Of thy garments shining bright, 

I give thee joy, my darling, 
For Jesus is tby King, 

And to His biessed presence, 
He will Il.s people bring. 


Morgan Mercury. 
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Diep, in Bloomsburg Pa., on the 
23d of Dec. 1873, after a few days 
illness Mr. Geo. Weaver, aged 77 
years, 8 mo. and 10 days. 
ES 
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| » GEO, GELBAcn, 
_, Treasurer Ch. Extension Fund, 

_ 1701 Master street. 


$24 75 


ae 


MESSENGER ACKNOWLEDGMENTS, 
(December, 30, 1874.) 
LETTERS RECEIVED. 


A F Musselman, J Wiest, H Neff, Miss 
C A Swortzel, Rev J A Peters, ‘C M 
Shepard,.Rev J) Mullbaupt, RevS M K 
Haber, D Miller, J M Westhaeffer, Rev 
W H Hubert, Rev L Christ,.Miss E 
Joseph. Rev C Ai Limberg, 8 Young, Rev 
DW Kelley, J S Hoilenstein, A Boyer, 
J B Fricker, Coristian World (2), Rav H 


S Seiple, Rev J J Pennepacker, Rev J |, 


Ault,; W A Kroenline, W Schlichter (1 
sub), GR Knabb, J H. Meyers, Rev A J 
Heller (1 sub), B Fickes, Sr, Mrs M C 
Benford, Rev A C Geary, Rev J Blacigen, 
Rev F Fox, Rev P 8S Dayis, Rev’ W C 
Haupt, E J Shope, J Meily, Rev J O 
Johnneon, H Martin, J Heyser, Rev F C 
Bauman, G J Leonard, E Keller, D Mil- 
ler, Rey J A Smith, D R Kline, Rev J M 
Titzel, W J Long, B Woltt, Jr, Rev W A 
Haas, Rev W R H Destrick, Rey C S 
Gerhard, G A Wagner, H Schriver, Jr, S 
Foust, Rev G B-Dechant,C C Straub, § 
B Schieffelin, D Montgomery, G Walton, 


-=-=Rev L J Mayer (1 sub), Rev’ DO Shee- 


maker, D R Kline (2 subs), Mrs E Barnes, 
L Schififler, Rev J H Sykes, J C Speilman, 
J Heyser, Susquehanna Zeitung, Rev W 
D Lefevre, OC W Doll, Rev A Houtz, Rev 
J Riale, L T Beamer, J Hoffer, Mies A C 
Rahauser, Rev R.L Gerhart, J 8 Hotten- 
stein, Rey W G Engle, Rev J W Santee, 
Christian World, Rev T Derr, H Neff, 
Kev J Crawford, Rev J Hannabery, J W 
Lackeus (1 sub), A Hoke (3 subs), Rev J 
O Miller, DD, J Schaeffer, J Schaeffer, 
Rev AS Leinbach, H E Long, Esq, G W 
Roth, Rev N H Loose, Rev D Kroh, Mrs 
J Mauss, Rev L D Steckel (1 sub), W M 
Smurr, Rev D C Tebias (1 sub), Rev H 
Daniel, A J Whitmore. 
Rev C H Reiter, H Beckly, H A Mingle, 
B J Kocker, Rev J May, Rev J M Soudor 
(10 subs), Office (1 sub), Rev D H Reiter, 
S Dieffenbacher, J Lerch, N Stitzer, M 
Fernwald, Rev JB Shontz; Rev J G 
Dengier, Rev W R Yearick, Rev R Li- 
berger, Rev J A Heller, Rev M Treibers, 
J F Breidecker, J 8 Messinger, Rev N Z 
Snyder, Rey C Clever, Rev D G Kline, H 
A Mingle, G W Butroff, A J Eyerly, Rev 
LH Kefauver, W G Nagle, Rev J Beck, 
Rev A CO Whitmer, P Brinker, Rev T F 
Hoffmeier, P Abell, Rev E R Wiliard, 
DD Damerst, Rev’ W K Zeiber (1 sub), 
M M Acker, Rev J I Swander, P Emich, 
Rev W A Gring, J F Lower (2 subs), J G 
Weidier, M Peters, Rev J H Apple, J 
~Bowser, Rev H Bair, J Badger, S P Mau- 
ger, 5 Benner, C M Dechbant, Rev C 
Clever, A* B Rover, Rev DW Kelley (7 
subs), A Maddet, Esq, (1 sub), J H Loux 
(1+ub), E Smith, W D Hartman, Rev H 
W@ Keener, Miss H S Snyder, J Motter, H 
Radcliffe, H H Emminge, Rev G Linder, 
J Rodenmayer, Rev, GB Deiffenbacker, 
Rev J M. Grether, J W Smith, D BR Pot- 
ter, Rev J W Love, J N Durboraw (1 sub), 
HO Mumma, R Speck, J H Wetzel (2 
subs), L: Shiffier, D H Mingle, Rev JM 
Kendig, J Ai-Meyar, Rev C U Heilman, 
(Office, 4 subs), Rev Li J Mayer (3.subs), 
Rev J A Peers, Offica (1 sub), P_W 
Shafer, H-B Rohbrback, J A Keller, Rev 
J W Santee, C F Soeeffer, DD, Mr J 
Jdase,S A Lenhart, C LC Lampe (1 sub), 
J P Reed, Mra P) A Brungart, Rev J Has- 
sler, Rev J D Zehring, OT Hartzell, A 
Brown, 8 Hanley, Rev D C Tobias, D_N 


Shaeffer, Rev J J Leberman, Rev A R 


Hottenstein, C B Miller, Rev C Cort, Rev 


F Wise, W Wagner, Rev J Hannab 
Rev J Crawford, Rey J M Oisinens. an 


Ailarkets. 
PHILADELPHIA MARKETS, 
CORRECTED WEEKLY. 
(Saturday Dec. 19, 1874.) 

FLOUR, 
Wheat Flour, Superfine pene $3.754@4.00 
. EXtra.ceeeee  (5.80(06.25 
Fancy ..,..05..0 6 .50(@7.50 
Rye Flour../.......... scig'pede pass »  5,25(@5.50 
Corn Meal.....,.. 5 besagestssin ts 4.30@4.40 
GRAIN, 
Wheat White.......5 0.0.0... » 1,801.85 
€p¢ Red. ohi....sa0nduees.. 4410 981,2060124 
Ry Orecedtscacoest sph iygean aan he 97(@1.00 
PSZOREE neti hs gsi uerank hse duh» Rats chee 80(@84 
eS AR I A A dl  66@68 
Barleyrssccssscccesestersrscrcres 1.80@1.45 
Suups, 
Clover secsecedeecteces (100ibs) 8.00@9.37 
ay Shasts sehekeihs a suateess 207210 
URrenverecedessettetterercesec tee. 2.07(@@2.10 
PlQster....s,..eveseoes he es en 3.75(@4.00 
PROVISIONS. 
Beef, MOsBse. liane feaseal ed 16.00@17.00 
Pork, Mess............. cescseeeee 21,00(@21.50 
Haiti... a. Pelesepe sa sips iRedicras 18(@14 |. 
Butter, store packed............ 25(@28 
Do. MRO. cial: 821033 
Do. Goshen v.i..c.c.cececeses 35(@40 
Lard ecinene oe eee vccecccs Seer eccssces ’ 132@14 
CNERSB- 02, -sc0r¢icecerassecasesersss 16(@193 
EGP8...0c08... Reig sie baste scuicee 31(@33 
GROCERIES. 
OOFFER, 
BROS Rea easasican caYosssss (gold) 16@20 
ESN Me eetniess oneccgess peace -(gold) ”26(@28 
Laguayra..........0......(2old) 183(@194 
SUGAR, 
Cuba...... Racveumtsdetvacuethaners es St@83 
POLUO Ml COsdasscccasuicesieveac oon 8i(@9 
DemararS.....eces.ccecccc, Hae A 8 9§(a) 102 


The Great Rivers of Amorica are wonderful, 
but they cause bilious, interinitrent, and remit- 
tent fevers, to which pcop'e who live near the 
Mississippi, Missouri, Arkansos, red, Ohio, 
James, Tennessee, Roanoke, Mobile, Alabama, 
Savannah, Cumberland, and many others, during 
the warm and dry seasons, are particularly sub- 
ject. , Such disorders are largely caused by a 
torpor of the digestive organs and a clogging up 
ofthe liver. To correct those vital organs, re- 
store enérgy, and prevent these diseases, use Dr. 
Wauxer’s CALIFORNIA VINEGAR Brrrers, which 
long trial has shown are a certain remedy in all 
cases. 


) ‘ 

Published’ Quarterly. —— January Numzrr jus: 
issued, and contains over 100 Pacxs, 500 Encrawincs 
descriptions of more than 500 of our best Fjower: 
and Vegetables, with Directions for Culture, Coxoret 
PLATE, etc. ——The most useful and elegant ‘work’ ¢ 
the kind in the world.—---Only 25 cents for the yew 
Published in Engtish end German. 


‘Address, JAMES VICK, Rochester, N. Y. 
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(Sewing Machines 


LEASED ON WORK CONTRACT, AT 


id 


H) 914 Chestnut Str 
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Nov, 18, 74, ly. A. 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER. 


No. 907 Arch Street, Philadelphia. 
' 


Reformed Church Messenger. 


ANNOUNCEMENT FOR 1875. 


After the close of the present year, the “Messenger” will be published in the folio 
form at the reduced price of $2 per year, in advance, with the postage prepaid. For 
$5, strictly in advance, it will be sent three years. Several things are contemplated 
in the proposed change, some of which we will enumerate. 

A general desire has been expressed for 


A CHEAP PAPER; 


One which will be within the reach of persons o limited means. At the price at 
which it is offered, with the postage prepaid, there is a considerable reduction from 
the former rates. Though the paper will be somewhat smaller in size, it will contain 
nearly as much reading matter as formerly; as it is our purpose, as fast as present 
contracts close, to exclude all advertisements, which do not strictly comport with the 
character of the paper. 


It is purposed to make the “Messenger,” as far as practicable, 


A FAMILY AS WHLL AS A CHURCH PAPER, 


To this end, it will exclude all personal articles, from whatever quarter they may 
be offered, as bearing injuriously upon the morals of the young, and offensive also to 
persons of a correct Christian taste. The discussion of doctrinal questions and other 
subjects also, will be conducted in a spirit of becoming courtesy and Christian for- 
bearance, looking solely to the interests and prosperity of Christ’s kingdom. The 
matter generally, as’ far as possible, shall be strictly religious, and such as shall bear “ 
more especially upon the peculiar wants and interests of the Reformed Church. 

No effort will be spared to make it ‘ 


A FRESH AND LIVE PAPER. 


Such has been its leading characteristic in the past. It will be made still more 


pronounced in this respect, as far as this is possible. Earnest and warm articles, fresh 
from the hearts of their respective authors, shall garnish its columns. It shall be 
true, in all respects, to the original life and spirit of the Reformed Church. But 
whilst it will thus adhere faithfully to the past, and discountenance all revolutionary 
innovations from whatever quarter it may be sought to introduce them, it will ear- 
nestly advocate all legitimate progress made in consonance with the Church's distinc- 
tive life and spirit. 
To ensure these ends, it will expect and must receive, the 


Active Aid and Co-Operation 


Of the ministry and membership of the Chureh generally. It is their paper, which 
we are engaged in publishing, and they should ever regard and labor for its interests 
as such. When they fail to do so, they cannot find fault, if some things are not as 
they wish them to be. * Every one, who can write, should furnish short pithy articles 
on practical subjects. They should also forward as early as possible, all interesting 
church intelligence, as it occurs around them. If they are not inclined to write out 
their articles themselves, or cannot do so for the want of time, let them furnish us 
with the facts, and we will endeavor to make a proper use of them. It takes many 
warm hearts and earnest heads, as well as active hands, to produce a fresh and live 


paper. 


In addition to this kind of aid and co-operation, in order that our paper may suc- 


cessfully subserve its ends, we must have that of 


EARNEST AND PERSEVERING EFFORT, 


To give it the widest possible circulation. Although our subscription list is respecta- 

le as to numbers, yet it ought to be and can easily be made, three times as large, if 
proper efforts be generally put forth by our ministers and active lay members, Let 
every minister, then, take the matter properly in hand, and seek, with such co-opera- 
tion as he may be able. to secure, to place a copy of the paper in every family in his 
charge. 

No Christian family should be without the paper of their Church. If the minister 
cannot do this himself, let him place the carrying out of the work in the hands of one 
or.more active lay-members. Lay-members themselves should not wait until they 
are specially solicited to move in this matter. From their own promptings, they 
ghould seck to extend to others, the benefits they themselves derive from their church 
paper. Yet, every subscriber or reader of the paper, whether male or female, should 
endeavor to induce their neighbors to subscribe for it. Ladies can do much in this 
direction, if they will give themselves earnestly to the work. Jet no one, then, ex- 
cuse himself or herself from doing his or her part in this general church work, 


All orders should be sent to the REFORMED CHURCH PUBLICATION BOARD, 


/ 


REFORMED CH ‘ 


URCH MESSENGER. 


15 


THE CHILD'S TREASURY 


is’ published 


This popular Sunday-school paper 
Monthly and Semi-monthly, under the direction of the 
Board of Publication of the Reformed Church in the 


United States. ‘The fcllowing are the terms ; 


MONTHLY, 

, | 10 copies for one year to one address, 82 60 
25 “ “ a3 “e 4 Bo 
50 “ «< “ “ee 8 ire) 
igo “ i = “ AD OO 

SEMI-MONTRLY, 
10 copies for one year to one address, 83 50 
2B “ae ac “ec ae 8 00 
50 “ec “ce “x “ce LS oO 
100 a “ ae 283 00 


Single copies £0 cents for the monthly and '7'5 cents 
for the semi-monthly in advance. When sent by mail, 
postage atthe rate of 12 cents per year for every ten 
copies of the monthly, and 24 cents for every ten capies 
of the semi-monthly, must be added for the prepay- 
ment of postage, ‘The above rates are cash in advance, 

Address, 


Reformed Church Publication Board, 


$07 ARCH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, 


 OANCER CAN BE CURED. 


This dreadful disease eradicated root and fibre from 
the system by the wonderful discoveries applied at the 


PENNA. CANCER INSTITUTE, 


8208 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

Our remedies, with full directions, can be sent toany 
part of the world. We have ample accommodations at 
the Institute for those who desire to come to the city 
and remain while under treatment. Skin Diseases, 
such as Tetter, Erysipelas, Pruritus, Itch, Ulcers, 
Freckles, Liver Spots, etc., etc., thoroughly cured by 
our system after everything else fails. 

Consultation free, daily, from 9 a. M. to 8 Pp. m., at the 
bandsome and commodious Parlors of Penna, Cancer 
institute, 3203 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

All comrounications by letter promptly attended to. 

Noy. 11, 1874—13t A. 


PAMILY ASSISTANT, 


OR 
Book of Prayers for the Use of Families. 


To which were added 


PRAYERS FOR SPECIAL OCOASIONS, 


EY SAMUELS BR. FISHER, BD. D. 
i2mo, Cloth. Pp, 308. Price $1.25. 


This work contains prayers for the fsinily, morning 
and evening, for tour weeks. ‘To these are added 
prayers for special occasions, such as Communion 
Sunday, Baptism of a Child, Public Thanksgiving, 
tiay of Humiliation, Christmas, Last Day of the Year, 
New Year, Good Friday, Easter, Ascension, Whitsun- 
day, Dangerous Sickness (both in cases of Adults and 
Children), Thanksgiving for Recovery from Sickness, 
Day of a Funeral, Ecclesiastical Meetings, Social 
Meetings (two setts), Concert for Missions, Sunday- 
school Concert, Sunday-schools, Week-day Schools, 
Catechumens, Confirmation, Miscellaneous Petitions, 
Prayers at Table, and Prayers for Children. 

The special aim of the author has beeu simplicity and 
directness of language, with a due regard to the preser- 
vation of the true element of prayer. A valuable book 
for all Christians, and especially for all heads of fami- 


A VALUABLE 


SUNDAY SCHOOL APPLIANCE: 


Sunday-school Superintendents and Librarians will 
save time and expense, and at the same time have the 
Library perfectly under their control, by using 


RAY’S 
Check System Library Register, 


It is the latest, and undoubtedly the best method of 
Keeping a complete and aecurate record of every book 
loaned from the Library. It shows at a glance every 
book loaned and the name of the scholar who has re- 
ceived it. The arrangement is so simple that any one 
can use it. The REGISTER will pay for itself in a short 
time by preventing the ioss of books which must neces- 
sarily occur under the old systems, and WITH ORDI- 
NARY CARE IT WILL LAST FOR YEARS. Very flat- 
tering testimonials have been received from those who 
have used it. 

Circulars, containing full particulars and describing 
the manner of using this VALUABLE REGISTDHR, will 
be mailed to any who desire toexamine into its merits. 
Four sizes are made, as follows: 


INO. Lecisvere spendesteesta for 120 scholars. 
..for 240 scholars. 
«-..f0¢ 860 scholars. 
Wo Aes teva ++..for 600 scholars. 


Checks to be used in connection}with tbe REGISTER 
come separate, 
Send for Circular and address all orders to 


Reformed Church Publication Board, 


Wo. 907 ARCH STREET, 
Philadelphia, Fa. 


' Dr. J. Walker’s California Vin- 
(¢gar Bitters are a purely Vegetablo 
ibe area made chiefly from the native 
herbs found on the lower ranges of the Sier- 
‘ra Nevada mountains of California’ the 
medicinal properties of which are extract- 


Our answer is, that 
| they remove the cause of disease, and the 
patient recovers his health. They are the 
grede blood purifier and a life-giving prin- 
ciple,.a periect Renovator and Invigorator 
of the system. Never beforein the history 
fet the world has a medicine been com- 
‘pounded possessing the remarkable qual- 
/, 1ties of Voxecan Birrers in healing the sick 
of every disease manisheirto. They area 
‘gentle Purgative as well asa Tonic, reliev- 
“ing Congestion or Inflammation of tho 
Liver and Visceral Organs, in Bilious Dis- 

eases. + 
No Person can take these Bitt 
{according to directions, and remain long 

Raye, provided their bones are noi de- 
istréyed by mineral poison or other means, 
and vital organs wasted beyond repair. 

Gratefal Thousands proclaim Vixe- 
GAR Brrrmrs the most wonderful Invigor- 
ant that ever sustained the sinking system. 

Dyspepsia or Indigestion, Head- 
ache, Pain in the Shoulders, Coughs, Tight- 
ness of the Chest, Dizziness, Sour Hructa- 
tions of the Stomach, Bad Taste in the 
Mouth, Bilious Attacks, Palpitation of the 
Heart, Inflammation of the Lungs, Pain 
in the region of the Kidneys, and a hun- 

red other painful symptoms, are the off- 
‘prings of Dyspepsia. One bottle will 
Reowo a ietter guarantee Of its merits than 
Fa lencthy advertisement. 

Serofula, or King’s Evil, White 
Sirellings, Ulcers, Erysipelas,' Swelled 
| Neck, Goitre, Scrofulous. Inflammations, 
Tndolent Inflammations, Mercurial Affec- 
.tions, Old Sores, Eruptions of the Skin, 
Sere Eyes, etc., etc. In these, as in all 
Fother constitutional Diseases, WALKER’s 
INEGAR Brrrers have shown their great 
arative powers in the most obstinate and 
hin tractable cases. : 
) Few Inflammatory and Chronic 
F hey hatism, Gout, Bilious, Remittent 
Dd j,ftermittent Fevers, Diseases of the 

M, Liver, Kidneys, and Bladder, these 
ers have no equal. ‘Such Diseases are 
sed by Vitiated Blood. ¢ 
or Skin Diseases, Eruptions, Tetter, 
meheum, Blotches, Spots, Pimples, 
Vales, Boils, Carbuncles, Ringworms, 
A Head, Sore Hiyes, Erysipelas, Itch, 
(241s, Discolorations of the Skin, Humors 
P74 Diseases of the Skin of whatever name 
y pature, are literally dug up and carried 
| 4 of the system in a short time by the 
sq,0f these Bitters. a 
’ Pim, Tape, and other Worms, lurk- 
ingin the system of so many thousands, aro 
Beffectually destroyed and removed. No 
isystem of medicine, no vermifuges, no 
anthelminitics, will free the system from 
worms like these Bitters. 

For Female Complaints, iz young 
or old, married or single, at the dawn of 
eomanhood or the turn of life, these Tonic 
Bitters display so decided an influence 


hat improvement is soon perceptible. 


Q Kk. WW. McDONALD & CO. 
| ruggists and General Agents, San Francisco, Califor- 
‘ia, and cor, Washington and Charlton Sts., New York. 


Sold by all Druggists and Dealers. 


1 } 2 500 72 EO SVN 
OMBINATION PROSPECTUS 


| Bipresents 50 different books. Agents say this is the 


BEST THING EVER TRIED. 


The Books sell themselves in every family, and good 
| Men can mé¢ke a Wasimess for life in one county. 
[Alo Agents wanted ou our magnificent Edi- 
rtiong of Family Bibles. Superior to all Others 
Full particulars free. ,JOHN &. POTTER & =CO. 
Publishers, Philadelphia. 

Noy. 18, °74.—-18t-y, A. 
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Oct.7, "74-lyr. MM. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


STAINED GLSS WORKS, 


AIOKIN & ISAAC, 
$787, 8739 and 8741 FILBERT &t., 


PHILADMLPETA, 


Ghorches, Publio and Private Buildings fitted up 
with stained and ornamental glass. 

‘Gy All commanicstiona promptly resrooded to. 
May 21,74 ly 4 


" 
* 


~ 


ARTHUR'S 


Hilustrated Home Magazine. 


Bright, ‘Cheerful,f 3 Ta eee | 
Progressive, al- 
ways up to the ad- 
vaucing thought of 
the times the 
ROME MAGA- 
ZINE takes rank 


, tial periodicals of 
the day. Itis on 
the side of ‘Tem- 
perance and true 
Christian morality, 
Whatever is hurt- 
ful to Society it 

with the leading condemns without 

and most influen-! == fear or favor, and 


makes itself felt in the Homes of the People as a power 
for good. 


THE GREAT HOUSEHOLD 


Magazine of America, is more {thoroughly identified 
with the People in their Home and, Social Life than 
any other periopical in the country, 


“DEBORAH NORMAN: #32 


AND HER REWARD.”’ Anew serial story by T.S. AR- 
THUR will be commenced in January. 


“FIFTY YEARS AGO; @isrxs 
OF THE WEST.” By Rossrixra Rice. These pa- 


pers will be fresh and new, and of unusual interest. 
a series 


HOMES for the PEOPLE, 3,°"s 


mirable suggestive articles on Homes and how to make 
them pleasaut and attractive. By Mrs. E. B. Durrey. 
’ ; 
“THE STORY TELLER.”,,.7° 
ment will be unusually rich. | Besides an abundance of 
Short Stories; two or three serza/s-will be given during 


the year. 
POTTS the imimi- 


a PIPSISSIWAY 2 table delineator of 


Home Life and Character, will have an article in every 


number. 
NEWEST PATTERNS 


BUTTERICK’ for ladies’ and childrens’ 


dresses aro giver by special arrangement every month. 
F399 and “THE 
‘THE LION IN LOVE)? 2.782 


RUPTED READER,” two large and splendid pre- 
mium engravings. One of these is sent /vee to every 


subscriber, 
A year is the price of ‘‘ ArTHUR’s ILLUS- 


$2.50 TRATED HOMEYMAGAZINE. J clrbs ; 3 


copies for $6 ; 6 and one extra to getter up of club $x2. 
zo and one extra$20. A@> 15 cents must be added to 


each subscription for prepayment;‘of postage!for the 
Specimen mumbers 15 cents, ia currency or 
T.S. ARTHUR & SON, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


year. 
postage stamps. 
Nov. 4,774. 7t. e.0.w. A. 


THE NEW IMPROVED, ' 


REMINGTON SEWING. SIAGHINE, 


AWARDED 


‘The ‘Medal for Progress,” 


AT VIENNA, 1873, 


The Hicuust Orper oF “ MrpaLt’”” AWARDED AT 
THE EXPostITION. 


No Sewing Machine Received a Higher 
Prize. 


A FEW GOOD REASONS 


L.—A New lnuvention THoroventy Tzstep and 
secured by Letters Patent. 

2.—Makes a gerfect LocK stitcH, alike on both 
sides, on all kinds of goods, 

3.—Runs Licut, Smootn, Nersernss and Rarrp— 
best comtbination of qualities. 

4.—DuRABLE—Kuns for Years without Repairs. 

5.—Will do all varieties ef .Woerk and Fancy 
Stitching in a superior manner. roe 

6.—Is Most easily Managed by the operator. 
Length of stitch may be altered while running, and ma- 
chine can be threaded without passing thread through 
holes, , 

'7.—Design Simple, Ingenious, Elegant, forming the 
stitch zwzthout the use of Cog Wheel Gears, Rotary 
Cams or Lever Arms. Has the Automatic Drop Feed, 
which insures uniform length of stitch at any speed. 
Has our new Thread Controller, which allows easy 
movement of needle-bar and prevents injury to thread 

8.—CONSTRUCTION wtost careful and FINISHED. It 
is manufactured by the most skillful and experienced 


mechanics, at the celebrated Remington Armory, 

Ilion, N. Y. Philadelphia Office, 810 Chest- 

nut Street, 
Oct. 21, ’74-13t. A. ! 


FOR HOLIDAY PRESENTS. 


UMBRELLAS SS CANES, 


MG Av HASSLER'S MANURACTORY, 


684 ARCH STREET, 


Immense assortment of Silk, Regina, Alpaca, and 
Zanilla Umbrellas, with Pearl, Ivory, and Natural 


Handles. Twilleed Silk Umbrellas from $4.50 up, other 
Bilks $3.50, up, Gold, Silver and lvory head Canes a 
specialty. Lagg assortment prices low. 


Dec, 16, 1874—4b. 
AGENTS WANTED for the (QENTENNIAL 


GAZETTEER, °u,UXiEp 


STATES. 
Showing the grand results of our first 100 Years, 
Kverybody buys it, $100 to $200 a month to agents, 
Send for circular. 2. W. ALEGLER & O®., 
Philadelphia, Pa. . Oct. 7, 74, 6t. eow. 


FITS! 


FITS! FITS! FITS 


CURR OF KHPILEPSY: OR, FADLING 
KITS, BY HANCE’S LVPILEPPIC 
- PILLS. * , 

Persons laboring under this distressing malady, will 
find Hance’s Epileptic Pills to be the only remedy ever 
discovered for curing Epilepsy, or Halling Fits. 

The following certificates should be read by all the 
afflicted ; they are in every respect true, and should they 
be read by any one who is not afflicted himeelf, if he Hua 
a friend who is a sufferer, he will do a humane wet By 
cutting this out and sending it to him: oh 


A MOST REMARKABLE CURR. 
PHILADELPHIA, June 28th, 1867. 

To Suva Hanon, Baurimorze, Mp.—Dear Sir: Seeing 
your advertisement, I was induced to try your Epileptic 
Pills. I was attacked with Ipilepsy in July, 1863. 
Immediately my family physician was summoned, but 
he could give me no relief from the medicines he pre- 
scribed. I then consulted another physician, but I 
seemed to grow worse. I then tried the treatment of 
another, but without any good effect. I again returned 
to my family physician ; was cupped and bled at several 
different times. I was generally attacked without any 
premonitory symptoms. I had from two to five fits a 
day, at intervals of two weeks. I was often attacked in 
my sleep, and would fall wherever I would be or what- 
ever be occupied with and I was severely injured peve- 
ral times from the falls. I was affected so much that I 
lost all confidence in myself. I also was affected in my 
business, and I consider that your Epileptic Pills cured 
me. In February, 1865, I commenced to use your Pills, 
I only had two attacks afterward. The last one was on 
the 5th of April, 1865, and they were of a less serious 
character. With the blessing of Providence your medi- 
cine was made the instrument by which I was cured of 
that distressing affliction. I think that the Pills.and 
their good effects should be made known everywhere, 
that persons similarly affected may have the benefit of 
them. Any person wishing further information can ob- 
tain it by calling at my residence, No. 836 N. Third 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa. io 


‘Wiura Futex.” 


IS THERE A CURE FOR EPILEPSY? 
The Subjoined will Answer. 

GexnapA, Miss. June 30th.—Seth 8. Hance—Dear 
Sir—You will find enclosed five dollars, which I send 
you for two boxes of your Epileptic Pills. 

I was the first person who tried your Pills in this part 
of the country. My son was badly afflicted with fits for 
two years. I wrote and received two boxes of your Pills, 
which he took agreeably to your directions. He has 
never had a fit since. 2 © at a 

It was through my persuasion that Mr. Lyon tried 
your Pills. His case was a very bad one; he had fits 
nearly all his life, or at least a good many years. Per- 
sons bave written to me from Alabama and. Tennessee 
on the subject, for the purpose of ascertaining my opin- 
ion in regard to your Pills, I have always recommended 
them, and in no instance where I have had a chance of 
hearing from their effect have theo failed to cure. «=» 

Yours, etc. C. H. Guy, ., 
Grenada, Yalabusha, Miss. 


ANOTHER REMARKABLE OE: 
CURE OF EPILEPSY; Ok FALLING 
FITS 
BY HANCE’S EPILEPTIC PILLS 
MontecomeEry, Texas, June 20th, 1867. 

To Szra §. Hanca:—A person in my employ had been 
afflicted with Fits, or Epilepsy, for thirteen years; be 
had these attacks at intervals from two to four weeks, 
and oftentimes several in quick succession, sometimes’ 
continuing for two or three days. On several occasions 
they continued until his mind appeared totally deranged 
in which condition he would continue for a day or two 
after the fits had ceased. I tried several remedies pre- 
scribed by our resident physicians, but without any 
success. Having seen your advertisement in the Phila- 
delphia Courter, I concluded I would try your remedy 
I obtained two boxes of your Pills, and gave them accor 
ding to directions, and they effected a permanent cure. 
The person is now a stout, healty man, and is about 
thirty years of age and has not had a fit since he com- 
menced taking your medicine, which was ten years! 
since. He was my principal wagoner, and has, since that 
time, been exposed to the severest of weather. I have 
gteat confidence in your remedy, and would like. every 

Rig Fit f 


one who has fits'to giveitatrial, = | 4, 
ms B. L. DuFREzsr. 
STILL ANOTHER CURE. 
Read the following testimonial from ae en, 


of Grenada, Mississippi: i i 

Sera 8. Hanox, BALTimorr, Mp.—Dear -Sir: I-take 
great pleasure in relating a case of spasms, or fits, cured 
by your invaluable Pills. My brother, J, J. Ligon, has 
long been afflicted with tyis awful disease. He was first 
attacked while quite young. He would have one or two 
spasms at one attack at first, but as he grew older they. 
seemed to increase likewiss. Up to the time he com- 
menced taking your Pills he had them very often and 
‘quite severe, prostrating him, bodyand mind. His mind 
had suffered seriously, but now, Tam happy to say, he 
is cured of those fits. He has enjoyed fina health for 
the Jast five months past,» His mind has also» returned 
to its original brightness. All this I take great ‘plea 
sure in communicating, as it may be the means of 
directing others to the remedy that will.cure them. 

Yours, respectfully, etc., ~ W. P. Ligon, 
GRENADA, Mississippi. , 
babe ry j " JhMiatar i 


Sent to any part of the country, by mail, free of post- 
age, on receipt of a remittance. Address ae 5 
‘Price, 


HANCH#, 108 Baltimore Street, Baltimore, Ma. 
one box, $3; two, $5 ; twelve, $27. oe Rat 
*,* Please mention that you saw this advertisoment 
in THz REFORMED CHUROH MESSRNGER,. | 9) 0 
June 24, 74-lyr. ‘A. ce f said 
—— gis Se Se Sa ee wes 


Ladies at Home ~~ 


| AND MEN who have other business, wanted as:agents, 


Novel plans, pleasant work, oop PAy. Send 3-cent 
stamp for particulars. Tur GRAPHIO ComPamy, 39-41 
Park Place, New-York: » ie venry 

Sep. 23, 74. 26t. . 


vee + 


LIFE OF DR. LIVINGSTONE, 


A new book, complete authentic and reliable, containing” 
his explorations and discoveries in the wilds of A tom 
sells rapidly at low prices to suit the times, also the 
MESSEA RH, by Rev. Wm. M. Willett, for all denomi- 
nations, an excellent work issued ina handsome style, 


Our Famity Braves are unequalled for styles and prices. ; 


AG ENTS WANTED to work © 


: on these | 
books: at once, liberal terms, Address i 
Publishin : Oo-, Philadelphia, Pa, ©USKer City 
Nov.4, ‘74-4t. A. * ‘ 


A large, eight-page, 


THE WEEKLY SUN. independent, honest 


and fearless newspaper, of 56 broad columns. Weaim_ 
to make the Weekly "Sun the best family neWepasece 


inthe world, Try it. $1.20 per year, postage paid. 
Address . THe Sox, New York City: 
Dec, 2,1874. 313t—A. 
/ j 
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EDWARD J, ZAHDE 
VEW ELLER 


Zahm’s Corner, Lancaster, Penn. 
* DEALER IN 


american and Foreign Watches, 


Fine Clocks, Jewelry, Spectacles, Silver 
and Silver-plated Ware, Spoons, 
Forks, Knives, &c. 


COMMUNION SETS, 


or Church Service, or for administering the Commu- 
nion to thesick, I call special attention to the 


EDWARD J. ZAHM WATCH, 


This watch is made to my own order by the best 
si an Manufacturers, and all ofthe finer grades 
C) 


ZAHM’S PATENT REGULATOR. 


attached, an appliance by which the most perfect ac- 
curacy can be attained in regulating the watch to time. 
They can be furnished with or without stem winding 
attachment, «A full guarartee with each movement. 

Watch repairing will receive careful and prompt at 
tention. Watches can be sent byexpress. Information 
furnished by mail. Address, 


EDWARD J. ZAHM, Lancaster, Pa 


_ Oct. 25, 73, 1 year. 


IVINS & DIETZ 


WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALERS IN 


CARPETINGS, 


OIL OLOTH, 
WHITE OANTON MATTINGS, 
FANOY if eh 
BED OHECK MATTINGS, 
RUGS, MATS, &e. 
NO. 52 SOUTH SECOND STREET, 


AND 


NO. 43 STRAWBERRY STREET 


Above Chestnut, 


PHILADELPHIA. 


First Street west of Second. 


S@- A fall assortment for Spring trade at lo 
Sept.1,73, ly. M 


prices. 


GRAND, SQUARE & UPRIGHT 
PIANOS. 


THE BEST NOW MADE. 


Hvery Instroment Fully Warranted for Five Years 


SECOND HAND PIANOS at ll Prices 
ORGANS 


The Largest and Bost Assortment in the City. 
Sole State Agencies for Smith's American Organs, 
E.P, NEEDHAM & SON’S : 
SILVER TONGUE ORGANS, 


And Other Leading Makes. 


Bw Illustrated Catalogues furnished on Application 


WM. KNABE «COQ, 


350 W. Baltimore St., Baltimor 
And 112 Fifth Ave., New Yor 
Jan. 4, 1873—1y. * M. 


THE REWARD 


FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


A collection of new Hymns and Music especially 
adapted to the use of Sunpay-scHoors, and the Homr 
Crrcve, also for CuurcH Fasr1vaLs, SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
ANNIVERSARIES, CONCERTS, etc., prefaced with a com- 
plete course of elementary instruction in yocal music by 


J. H. KURZENKNABE. 


Tue Rewarp received favorable mention at the 
recent Synop, and has been introduced into a number 
of Sunday-schools of the Reformed Church with 
very satisfactory results. " P 
Price, $3.60 per dozen. Sample copies, by mail, 35 


cents. 
LEE & WALKER, 
922 Chestnut St.,, Philada. GY 
Dec. 3, 1874. 13t—M. 


—Invested in Stocks and Gold 
$10 to $1,000 pays 200 per cent. a month. 
Send for particulars, Tumbridge & Ce., Bankers, 2 
Wall St., WY. pal Sep. 23, 74, 13t. A. 


$=. 
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REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER. 


25 NEW 


ViICHOICE GIFT BOOKS, 


HOLIDAYS 
Old and Young. 


BIBLE HELPS. 


Send for Sample Pages of the 


TEACHERS BIBLE 


HOLIDAY CATALOGUE. 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 


1408 CHESTNUT St., PHILA, 
Nov. 12,'73.--tf. 


Oct. 21, 774. 13t. A. 


PHOTOGRAPHS 


MINISTERS 


OF THE 


REFORMED CHURCH. 


Photographs of the following Ministers : 


Rev. J. W. NEVIN,.D. 'D. 

Rev. PHIL PSCHAFF, D.D. 
Rev. §. R. FISHER, D. D: 

Rey. H. HARBAUGH, D._D. 

Rev. J. H. A. BOMBERGER, D. D. 
Rev, N, GEHR. 

Rev. Pref. E. E. HIGBER, D. D. 
Rev. B.S: SCHEACK, D. D: 

Rey. J7C. BUCHER DD. 

Rev. D. ZACHARIAS, D. D. 

Rey. DAN’L GANS, D. D. 

Rey. A. H. KREMER, D. D. 

Rey, F.W. KREMER, D. D. 

Rey W.C, BENNET. 

Rev.S N CALLENDER, D.D. 
Rev. SAM’L MILLER. 

Rev. JOHN BECK, D. D. 

Rev. W. H.H.SNYDER, : 
Rev. G. W. AUGHINBAUH, D. D. 
Rey. D EARNEST KLOPP. 

Rev. THOS. G. APPLE, D. D. 
Rev. C. U, HEILMAN. 

Rev A.C. WHITMER, 

Rev. P.S, DAVIS, D. D. 

Rev. J. H.DUBLS. 

Rev. CHAS. H. LFINBACH. 

Rev. S. AUG. LEINBACH. 

Rev. J. GANTENBEIN, M.D. 
Rey. F. W. KRUMM ACHEK, D. D. 
Kev. PETER S. FISHER. 

Rev. L. KRYDER EVANS. 

Rev. W. C. HENDRICKSON, 
Rey. SIMON S. MILLER. 

Rev. CHAS. G. FISHER. 
EDITOR OF ‘ CHILD’S TREASURY.” 
EDITOR OF THE GUARDIAN. 


To be had of 


REFORMED CHURCH PUBLICATION BOARD, 
No. 907 Arch Street, Philada, 


Price 25 cents each. Sent by mail on receipt of price. 
Nv. B.—Photographs of other Ministers added in due 


SACRED MUNG. BOOK 


For 1875. 
RIVER OF LIFE, tescth sisdsy: 


School Book. A. S. Perkins and W. IW. Bentley. 
(#1.38.) Full collection of Metrical 


LEADER: Tune , Anthems, &c., with Sing ng 


School Course. 7. R&R. Palmer and L. O, Emerson. 


THOMAS’ QUARTETS AND 
ANTHEMS, (2.50.) Pertect music of the 


best class, for Quartet Choirs. 
SY. R. Thomas. 


DANKS’ ANTHEM SER- 
VICES. (2.50.) Anthem music of excellent 


quality for all the serviees of the Epis- 
copal Church, 7/7. P, Danks. 


PERKINS’ ANTHEM BOOK, 


(1 50.) Hasy Anthems. Very full, good, and already 
popular collection. W, O, Perkins. 
(75 cts.) . For 


SONG MONARCH, Sieinegencois 


Not much Sacred Music, but an admirable preparatory 
course, with a large quantity of secular music for prac- 
tice. “7. R. Pulmer and L. O. Emerson, 
All books sent, post-paid, for retail price, 
OLIVER DITSON&CO., C.H. DITSON &CO., 
Boston, 7x1 Broadway, New York 
May 27, ’74~ryr. M, ij 


United Piano Makers’ 


CELEBRATED AND WORLD RENOWNED 


GRAND SQUARE AND UPRIGHT 
GOLD MEDAL 


S. 


The superior qualities of these Pianos over others 
are: 


1, Its splendid and elastic touch. 
2, Singing quality of tone. 
8, Extraordinary fullness of tone. 
4, Sweetness of tone, 
5, Evenness throughout the scale, 
€. Gracefulness of proportion. 
7. Beauty of finish 
8. Durability and 


9, Keeping in tune, 

Thez have the endorsement of most of the leading 
Pianists ap Musical Artists, and have proved trium- 
phant oyur all competitors receiving Wirst Pres 
wmaiwuas when and wherever oxhibited. 

EVERY PURCHASER 
Oan obtain one of these superior Instruments on terms 
to suit himself, and for the price he would have to 
give for an inferior one elsewhere, 


ORGANS AND MELODEONS 


For Churches, Schools, and Parlors in great variety. 
sale only at the Warshooms of 


Cc. J. HEPPE, 
Cor. Sixth and Thompson Sts., Phila, 


Sept. 20 73-Ly 


GEO. A. PRINCE & CO. 


Urgans & Melodeons, 


The Oldest, Largest, and{Most Perfect Manufactory in 
in the United States. 


Now in use 


No other Musical Instrument ever obtained the same 
Popularity. 
Rax~ Send for Price Lists. 


Address, 
Dec. 16, ’74.—4t. A. 


MENEELY & KIMBERLY, 
BELL FOUNDERS, TROY, N.Y. 


Manufacture a superior quality of Bells. 
Special attention given to CHURCH BELLS, 
pear TWiustrated Catalogue sent free. 

March 19, 73. 1 year. HM. 


GOTH THOUSAND IN PRESS. 


one agent sold in ong month, 501 eopies of the 


Life of Livingstone, 


unfolding the marvelous achievements and thrilling 
expertence of a veritable Hiero, as also the varied 
wealth and curiosities of a most wonderful country. 
We issue the most complete and authentic work, and 
want more Agents at once. Wealso publish the choicest 
edition of Family Bibles extant, 800 7//ustra- 
tions, new features, positively unequalled. For full 
particulars address 

HUBBARD BROS., Philadadelphia, Cincinnati, and 
Boston. 

Nov.4, ?74-2yr. A. 


POPOLIO! 


Medicines positively cure’ the worst cases of the follow- 
ing diseases, or money refunded : Consumption, Bron- 
chitis, Catarrh, General Debility, Kidney and Liver 
Complaints, Dyspepsia or Indigestion, Coughs, Colds, 
Acidity of the Stomach, Heartburn, Rheumatism, Neu- 
ralgia, Impurities of the Blood, Erysip=las, Costiveness, 
Diseases of the Skin, Dropsical Aftections, Fevers, Bil- 
ious, Affections, Gravel, Fullness of Blood, Gout, Burn- 
ing of the Flesh, Languor of the Body 

Most miraculous cure ever effected. First class refer- 
ence, 

225 N. THIRTEENTH ST., Phila. 
Office-Hours from 7 A. M. tog P. M. 
J. WETHERILL KYLE, 

Whotiesale Agent. 

No. 751 Passyunk Ave, 


BUFFALO, N. Y. 


Nov.4, ’74-2mos. A. 


ONSTANT EMPLOYMENT.—At home, 
Male or Female, $30 a week warranted. No capital 
required. Particulars and valuable sample sent free. 
Address with 6 cent return stamp, C. ROSS, Williams- 
burg, N. Y. Nov.4, "74-13t. A. 


July 15, 74. 


1 yr. 0.0.W. A. 


HE ORIGINAL AMERICAN TEA CO. will send 
T direct any quantity of Tea you require, per a 
Mail, without any extra charge. ‘To tiger 2 prom ie 
livery, direct to the President of the precy, 
“ROBERT WELLS, 43 Vesey 8t., New York, P.v-» 
1987.” Agents wanted everywhere. 

Bept.9, ’74-3mos. 


AGENTS WANTED FOR 


THE LIFE OF JESUS, 


Vor Young People. re 

A work presenting Obrist tothe young ina mo} 
interesting and attractive manner than Hg begin D 
been done. Agents always succeed wit Fe 68 
parents will have it for their children. Contains 50! 


uarto pages, with 60 full-page engravings. 
‘ For Lorrlignt address H. 8. (CODSPEED & CO., P vB 


LISHERS, 14 BARCLAY 87., NEW York. 
Sept.12, °74-6mos, A. 


G. 8. GRIFFITH & CO 


| 3 
No. 89 & 91 West Baltimore St., ( 
BALTIMORE, MD., 


Hane in stock a splendid assortment of — 


, 

& 

MOQUETTE, AXMINSTER, { 
VELVET, 


BRUSSELS, 
TAPESTRY, THREE-PLY | 


INGRAIN, AND COMMON 


GCARPETINGS, 


OIL CLOTHS, MATTING, 
RUGS, MATS, &€. | 
CHURCH CARPETS A SPECIALTY, — 


and liberal allowance made. lJLiberal terms to 
country merchants. . 
Noy. 25, 1874; tf. 


BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
2 Established in 1837. ~ 
Superior Bells of Copper and Tin, 
mounted with the best Rotary Hang- 
ings, for Churches, Schools, Farms 
tFuctories, Court Houses, Fire Alarms 
Tower Clocks, Chimes, ete. Fully 
Warranted. ‘ 
illustrated Catalogue sent Free, 
VANDUZEN & TIF, 
102 and 104 East Second St.,Cinciunath 3 
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TERMS , = 


jeformed frog eagenger.. 


A single copy for one year, or fifty-two me 
aaesace $2.50. If payment be delayed thrée month 
beyond the time the subscription due commences, 
cents wili be added for each year. As some ind 
ment to our friends to canvass for new subscribers, 

_ make the following 


SPECIAL OFFERS: 


To any person remitting $10 we will send the p: 
for one year, and also to any four mewnames he 
designate. 

To any person remitting $20 we willsend the 
for one year, and also to any ten mew names he 
designate. 

To any person remitting $30 we will send the p: 
for one year, and also to any fifteen zew names he 
designate, and he will besides receive any boo 
select, to the value of $1 25. i 

4@~ The cashin advance must in each cas\ acco 


unless orders direct from the subscriber are received 1 
that effect, and all arrearages paid. We dorot hol 
ourselves responsible for notice given to an Agent | 
Post Master. : 

eae 


Advertisements, g 


If not in conflict with the character of the papei 
be, to a limited extent, inserted at the following nr, 


| | ! 
Jmo. 2 mos. 3 mos. 6 mos. 9 mos.! | 


| 


{ 
1 1.50) 2.50) $.25| 4.00) 7.00) 9.50) 16 “o ano} 28. 
| 


Sq. |itime| 2t. | 3t 


— —— —— 


2 2.25; 3.50) 5.50; 7.00) 12.00) 15.00) 25.00! 38.00) 50. 


| 


8 2.75} 6.00) 8.00; 9.50) 17.00; 23.00} 40.00) 55.00. 


4 4.00) 8.50) 12.00) 15.00) 28.00 40.00) 15.00/105 2190.0 


5.00) 10 00] 13.50) 17,00) 32.00) 40.00] 75.00/110/00/130.08 


1 Col 


—_—_— oo 


34 Col| 10.00) 29.00] 26.00) 32.00/ 60.00| 88.00'100.00/180.00!200.008- 


% Col} 15.00) 28.00} 40.00) 45.00| 80.00 100.00: 


L 
—_ —— 


1 Col| 18.00) 35.00) 50.00) 60.00 110.00 A76.00) sae 22500) 250.0 


| 


4ay- Remittances mace at our r’sk per mail. in regis. — 
tered letters, or by Money Order, Check or Draft pay: 
able to “ Reformed Church Publication Board!’ ta 
all cases relating to subsc ribers, the name and pes 
office address must be distinctly given; and in case of 
a change of address, the name of the post-officeat which _ 
it was last received, as well as the one to which it 
to be sent, must be plainly written. 


Address, “ REFORMED CHURCH 
PUBLICATION BOARD,” 907 Arc 
Strset, Philadelphia, a = 


